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Friday 15th September 2017 

 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Our approach to reading at Ducklington Primary School 

 

Our new Book Banded reading scheme has now been up and running for a year. Children 

and parents have become consistent in reading often at home and children have become 

extremely independent when changing their reading books! Last year we launched our 

Book Banding ribbons reward system. These are awarded to pupils when they move on the 

next band and we also like to celebrate their achievement by applauding them during 

celebration assembly. Super Star Reader certificates are awarded weekly for children 

who read four or more times within seven days, this proved very motivating and 

successful, especially in key stage one. Please continue to read with your child as often as 

possible as little and often is crucial to their progress. The Book Banding information 

booklet (also on the school website) is a useful read as it has tips on reading at home with 

your child.  

 

As you can imagine, many schools have different systems and approaches to the teaching 

of reading. As a team, the Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 teachers have decided on 

a reading approach which best suits the children at Ducklington School: 

 

 If your child reads the book fluently and with hardly any help – super!  

Our approach is that children should be 98% fluent with reading a book. The other 

2% should be about practicing the strategies of how to read/decode a word, how to 

add expression to words and how to ‘read’ punctuation which affects the meaning 

of the text. The reason for this approach is to ensure that children feel successful 

as readers and that their enjoyment of the text develops, resulting in a richer 

discussion about what is actually happening. Telling your child that the book is too 

easy may result in them only focusing on the decoding rather than the 

comprehension and enjoyment of being able to read fluently.  
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 It is vital that there is interaction between adults and children 

In order for the text to be stimulating and enjoyable to read adults should focus 

on asking questions about the book which can draw out the child’s comprehension, 

understanding of language and gives them time to respond to the book. Therefore 

it is important to spend time discussing the pictures, making predictions and making 

links to other stories. 

 

 Children must have ownership of the book 

Encourage them to get the book ready, turn the pages and point to words for 

themselves should they need to. If your child stumbles on a word for too long, tell 

them the correct word and allow them to move on quickly in order to maintain pace 

and fluency with what they can do. At the end of the book, tell them what you 

liked/what they did really well and then provide ways of making their reading even 

better (possibly pointing out words which they mis-read or might not understand).  

 

 Practise the 6 Super Strategies! (see info’ sent home) 

We are teaching children to use these strategies when needing to decode words. 

Use them sparingly and focus on one or two at a time. 

  

 KS1 – children are learning to read. KS2 – children are reading to learn 

The idea of teaching reading in FS and KS1 is that children are learning how to 

read using the strategies which we teach them. Further into lower key stage two 

and onwards children are reading to learn – children cannot learn from what they 

have read if they are unable to read with fluency and confidence (this links to why 

discussing the book is so important). 

 

Ultimately, our approach and aim is to ensure children feel successful within reading. 

Success will encourage enjoyment of reading, regardless of how hard they might find it.  

 

The progression of the book bands… 
 

Lilac Pink Red Yellow Blue Green Orange Turquoise Purple Gold White Lime 
 

After Lime, children will be able to choose a ‘free read’ book from an appropriate 

selection of short novels before moving onto free choice from their class reading corner.  

 

If you have any questions, please ask your class teacher.  

 

Happy reading!  

Mrs King 
 


