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8th September 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Autumn Term 2017 

Welcome back to the new school year! I am very excited to be teaching the Eagles class 

this year and we have lots of great activities to look forward to. Mrs Miles will be in the 

class every day to support us. Our theme this term is ‘Veni, Vidi, Vici’ and we are learning 

about The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

We will be reading various stories with a Roman theme including Romans on the Rampage 

by the popular children’s author Jeremy Strong. 

Please see the letter sent out via ParentPay last week about the exciting trips we have 

planned for this term. These have been organized in order to enhance the children’s 

learning experiences and motivate children’s interest in this topic. 

 

Communication 

Last year, we introduced some new reading records for Key Stage Two which were very 

successful and therefore will continue to use them this year. Please use this to make a 

note of all daily reading and to send in any messages. Mrs Miles, our Teaching Assistant, 

or I will be looking at the books every morning. 

Home learning 

Please remember that throughout Key Stage Two it is really important for the children to 

read at home to you every day, just for 10 minutes. It makes such a clear difference to 

their English learning and ability in school, and obviously although we will hear your child 

read regularly through guided reading groups, we cannot hear every child read every day. 

We would really like to make the most of your child’s learning opportunities at school and 

we are sure you would too; confidence in reading improves their access to learning. The 

children will be encouraged to read every night and will be receiving rewards if they read 

at least four times every week (including the weekends).  
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Your child will also be given a purple Home learning folder. In this folder will be some 

sheets that your child may choose to complete for home learning and a list of other home 

learning ideas. It is important that your child receives instant feedback on their work so please 

work with your child, letting them know what they have got correct and incorrect and allowing 

them to make improvements, with help if necessary. Children are not expected to spend much 

more than 30 minutes a week on home learning, as they should already be reading and 

practising their time tables for 10 minutes each a day. Home learning folders should be 

returned by Monday 16th October. 

 

Maths 

We will be encouraging your child’s learning of their times tables, alongside regular times 

tables tests, as it helps build confidence in so many areas of Maths. I would really like 

these to be practised at home, they need to learn tables forwards, backwards(!) and in 

mixed up order. The priority this year will be revision of their x2, x5 and x10, up to 

twelve times each number, then moving on to ensuring confidence in x3, x4 and x8. They 

will need to be confident with division facts as well as multiplication facts, e.g. 6 x 4 = 24, 

24 ÷ 4 = 6 (How many fours in 24?). 

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, the free app called ’10 minutes a day times 

tables’ is an enjoyable way for children to practise their times tables. 

We will also be introducing Eagles Class to an online website called ‘Times Tables 

Rockstars’ which is designed to encourage regular practice of times tables. You will 

shortly receive a letter to provide you with more information of how this works and how 

your child can access this at home. 

 

Snack time 

Please remember that only children in Key Stage One are entitled to fruit at school so 

you may wish to give your child a healthy snack for the morning break. There is a tuck 

shop running at break time where children can purchase a drink and snack. The maximum 

price of any product is 50p so children do not need to bring in excessive amounts of 

money. 

 

Violins 

Year Threes will be starting violin lessons on Monday 18th September and will be every 

Monday afternoon. Once they all have instruments, they will be expected to bring them 

into school every Monday unless they are told otherwise. The children will bring the 

violins home and are required to practise a little at home to move them on over the year. 

Please encourage your child to practise. There will be online games later on for them to 

try, associated with their violin learning. Their violin teacher, Mr Bettle, will give details. 

 

 



 

 

Swimming and P.E. 

Please make sure your child has their P.E. kit in every day in case times change but 

sessions this term are Monday p.m. and Friday p.m. P.E. kits will be sent home every 

Friday afternoon with the children so they can be washed or changed before coming back 

into school on the Monday morning. Year 3 will be swimming in the Spring Term. 

 

French 

The children start to learn French in Year 3 - this is done in a fun way through daily 

activities such as registration or simple commands during the day, singing and activities. 

 

The children will settle in very quickly into their new class and I am quite sure it is going 

to be a really enjoyable year. For updates, photos and class news keep an eye on Eagles’ 

class page on our website  

http://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/ 

 

If you have any concerns I am available after school, or you can make an appointment to 

see me through the school office or your child’s Reading Record. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Miss Bradley and Mrs Miles 
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