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8th September 2017 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers                

Welcome to Year 4! 

The Romans in Britain! 

Our first topic this year is The Romans. We are starting our learning on this through a novel, The Thieves of Ostia by 

Caroline Lawrence. It is a great story of mystery and adventure set in Ancient Roman times. The book is really well 

written and we will be using it to inspire our own writing. We will also have the opportunity to learn about Roman life 

first hand when we visit Chedworth Roman Villa. The children have already come up with a very impressive list of things 

they want to find out about! Our class topic web has more information about what we will be covering across the 

different areas of the curriculum.  

Reading 

Year 4 can be a really key year for reading as the children develop their fluency and comprehension skills. They read a 

wider range of books with more complex vocabulary. It is important that children read to an adult and they should be 

aiming to read every day Monday-Thursday and at least once over the weekend. We use dictionaries in school to look up 

unfamiliar words and it is useful if children can do this or discuss new words with you. Please continue to record reading 

in the Blue Book. 

Home learning 

Your child will also be given a purple Home learning folder. In this folder will be some sheets that your child may choose 

to complete for home learning and a list of other home learning ideas. It is important that your child receives instant 

feedback on their work so please work with your child, letting them know what they have got correct and incorrect and 

allowing them to make improvements, with help if necessary. Home learning folders should be returned on Monday 16th 

October. The children will also be continuing to use an online website called ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ which is designed 

to encourage regular practice of times tables at home. 

PE 

The children will need to have their PE kit in school at all times. We will be doing PE at twice a week and swimming will 

start after Christmas. 

 

 

mailto:office.3122@ducklington.oxon.sch.uk


 

 

Communication 

Please use the Blue Books for any general comments and information about after school arrangements. If you need to 

speak to me, please let me know after school or contact the school office for an appointment. As detailed in the school 

newsletter, we will be holding our class introduction afternoon on Thursday 21st September from 3.05pm to 3.30pm. 

Many thanks 

Alison Hobby 


