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8th September 2017 

 

Year 6 – Energetic, Enthusiastic, Engaged! 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Despite the weather turning decidedly “British” as soon as the summer holidays began, we hope you 

managed to enjoy some sunshine over the last six weeks. 

We have both fully recharged our batteries and are hugely excited to begin a new academic year with the 

class. The final year of primary school is a special one that’s full of exciting activities and opportunities. 

We expect the children to work hard, but hope that along the way we will experience lots of fun and 

laughter. 

 

The Year 6 Expectation 

In May next year, the class will complete their SATs. We will do all we can to ensure that they are ready 

and feeling confident that they achieve their very best. If the children are enthusiastic, willing to listen 

and put 100% effort into their work, then they will make huge progress this year. It’s always exciting for 

us to see their confidence grow as they realise the potential they have. 

We will hold a SATs information meeting later on in the term. Please look out for more information on this. 

 

Our Topic 

We will start the term by travelling back in time to Ancient Greece where we will learn about Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the western world. Even after 3,000 years, we're still using ancient 

Greek ideas in maths, science and art. Did you know that our  alphabet is based on the Greek one ?Alarm 

clocks, central heating, maps, sinks, umbrellas and  yo-yos were all invented by the Ancient Greeks. Even the 

Olympic Games started in Greece (although back then they made the men run naked!). 

We will begin by finding out more about the four main time periods of the Greek Empire and about the key 

information from each era. We will think and question like a real Ancient Greek historian, exploring 

different kinds of historical sources. The Ancient Greeks told many wonderful stories about their gods, 

goddesses and magical beings but can they be believed? We discover how to check the fascinating myths 

against primary sources. The Ancient Greeks were wonderful architects; we will learn about the importance 

of temples and find out about the theatre culture of the Hellenistic period.  

What was it like growing up in Ancient Greece? What food did they eat? What clothes did they wear? 

Hopefully all these questions and more will be answered when we visit the Ashmolean in October; here we 

will be given the opportunity to explore the galleries and handle original artefacts and even take part in a 

spot of drama! 
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Back at school we will be creating our own museum display, taking inspiration from the great art of the 

Ancient Greeks to create drawings, paintings and sculptures. It promises to be a very busy term!  

 

Homework 

Home learning is more structured at year six in order to prepare the children for their SATs and also for 

secondary school. There will be weekly English and Maths homework. This will usually be based on what has 

been covered in the lessons that week, giving the children the opportunity to consolidate what they have 

learnt. On the whole, an example of what is expected will be included, but if your child is having difficulty 

completing the tasks, please let us know before it is due in, and we’ll do what we can to help. 

Homework is thoroughly marked, and effort from the children will always be acknowledged and rewarded. 

 

Residential 

We now consider ourselves experts at all activities carried out at the Pioneer Centre in March next year 

due to accompanying the children for the last two visits! It’s a fantastic week and gives all individuals a 

chance to shine, returning home full of exciting stories to regale you with.  

Further details regarding the trip will follow later this term, but do please come and see us if you have any 

concerns or questions before then. 

 

PE 

PE kits need to be in school every day. They can be taken home at weekends or holidays to be washed but 

please ensure they are back at school for the following Monday. There will be two PE lessons each week. 

This term we will be starting with football so please ensure that you have trainers and suitable outdoor kit, 

girls will need to change out of tights and into socks (a spare pair of socks is always useful to have for all 

pupils). 

Children are expected to take part in all PE lessons. They can only be excused if they have a letter from 

you stating clearly the reason they are not able to participate .Please ensure that earrings have been 

removed and hair is securely tied up. 

 

Reading 

We expect the children to read daily, and we would like them to make a minimum of four entries into their 

home-school link book each week. We will check the books twice a week and rewards will be given to 

children who have achieved the required amount of entries. Should you have any information it is important 

for us to know, please communicate via the home-school link book and we will respond as soon as we can. 

If you prefer to speak to us in person, please make an appointment via the school office, or try to catch us 

before lessons start or at the end of the day.  

 

Latin 

After three years of learning French, the children are being given the fantastic opportunity to learn an 

ancient foreign language. This gives them a linguistic foundation to study languages at secondary school and 

will also help their spelling, punctuation and grammar. Class teachers are being supported by a specialist 

teacher from Cokethorpe school. 

 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 28th September - Junior Citizen trip to Rewley Road fire station, Oxford  

Thursday 12th October – Trip to the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 

Friday 20th October - We’d love for you to join us for our class assembly to see what we have been 

learning this term. On the same day we will be holding a cake sale. We’d be hugely grateful if you could send 



 

 

in some cakes for us to sell (we promise not to eat all of them !). All money raised will go towards new 

books for the classroom. 

Monday 12th to Friday 16th March 2018 – Trip to the Pioneer Centre, Shropshire 

Monday 14th May to Thursday 17th May 2018 – SATs week 

 

Year 6 is such a busy year, with lots of wonderful things taking place. We are looking forward to making 

lots of happy memories with your child during their final year at primary school.  

 

With very best wishes, 

 

 

Rowan Harris and Jane Panter 

 


