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Title  Author  Synopsis 
Dear Zoo  

 

 Rod Campbell 

 

Dear Zoo is about a letter to the zoo from a child who wants a 

pet. It's simple, rhythmic, and humorous and it has longevity.  

The Very 

Hungry 

Caterpillar  

Eric Carle The Very Hungry Caterpillar uses 

distinctive collage illustrations ‘eaten’ holes in the pages and 

has simple text with educational themes – counting, the days 

of the week, foods, and a butterfly's life stages. 

We're going on 

a Bear Hunt 

Michael Rosen 

 

 It involves a family going on an adventure to find a bear, but 

they have to face numerous obstacles to get there. Once they 

arrive at the cave they are scared by what they find. 

Mog the 

forgetful cat 

 Judith Kerr 

 

The text is perfect; accurate, rhythmic and humorous. The 

illustrations are alive. Mog is the cat with whom every child 

can identify.  

The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea   

Judith Kerr 

 

Sophie is having tea with her mother in their kitchen. Soon 

they are joined for tea by a tiger. 

Where The 

Wild Things 

Maurice Sendak Feeling misunderstood at home and at school, mischievous Max 

escapes to the land of the Wild and majestic things, as well as 

some fierce  creatures.  

Peace At Last    Jill Murphy 

 

The hour was late and Mr Bear was tired. But he could not 

sleep. However, he tried and wherever he tried ‘’SNORE, 

SNORE’’, went Mrs Bear. ‘’TICK-TOCK, TICK-TOCK’’, went the 

clock. Would he never get to sleep?  

Whatever next  

 

Jill Murphy Whatever Next! This book tells us the magical story about 

Baby Bear and his adventure to the moon just before bath 

time one evening. 

Elmer  David Mckee  

 

Elmer the elephant is bright - coloured patchwork all over. No 

wonder the other elephants laugh at him! 

If he were an ordinary elephant colour, the others might stop 

laughing. That would make Elmer feel better, wouldn't it? 

Giraffes Can't 

Dance:  

Giles Andreae 

 

Gerald the giraffe longs to dance, but his legs are too skinny 

and his neck is too long. At the Jungle Dance, the warthogs 

waltz, the chimps cha-cha, and the lions tango. "Giraffes can't 

dance," they all boo when it's Gerald's turn to prance. 

Commotion In 

The Ocean  

Giles Andreae  This book is about many of the animals that live in the ocean, 

and that live around the ocean. It talks about all of the fish, 

the ones that live in shallow waters, all the way to the ones 

that live in deep sea at the bottom of the ocean. This book 

also shows animals that live out of the water as well such as, 

the sea turtle, crabs, polar bears, and walruses. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Eric-Carle/e/B00DVY7LO0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collage
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Michael-Rosen/e/B000AP9NHG/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Judith-Kerr/e/B000APBI6K/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maurice-Sendak/e/B000AQ1O5O/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jill-Murphy/e/B001ITWZ32/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Giles-Andreae/e/B001IOBDE4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Giles-Andreae/e/B001IOBDE4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Rumble in the 

Jungle 

Giles Andreae We embark on a journey through the jungle to meet the 

animals who live there. A short 4-5 line rhyme introduces us to 

13 different animals, accompanied by brightly coloured 

illustrations. In addition, there are 3-stanza poems that 

introduce and conclude the book. This rhyming board book 

offers poetry, object identification, and fun. 

Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear 

what do you 

see?  

 Bill Martin 

 

The repetitive structure makes it a perfect read-aloud in 

which children delight in guessing what animal comes next.  

Stick Man  

Julia Donaldson 

Stick Man tells the story of a Stick Man who leaves his family 

tree one morning and finds himself being mistaken for a 

normal stick being used as a variety of objects. 

A squash and a 

squeeze  

Julia Donaldson 'My house is a squash and a squeeze,' she complains to a wise 

old man. He advises her to take various animals into her house 

–first a hen, then a goat, then a pig and finally a cow, who 

dances on the table. The old lady is at her wits ends until she 

follows the old man's next piece of advice: 'Take them all out.' 

What the 

ladybird Heard 

Julia Donaldson Two crafty robbers, one tiny ladybird and a whole farmyard of 

fun! Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len have a cunning plan to steal the 

famer’s prize cow. But they reckon without the tiniest, 

quietest creature of all, she has a plan of her own. 

Tiddler  Julia Donaldson Tiddler is a little fish who tells the tallest tales in the ocean. 

But did he really ride a seahorse? Did he really meet a 

mermaid? 

And what about the scariest story of them all – the one about 

the fisherman and the net? 

Zog Julia Donaldson 

 

 

 

 

Zog is the keenest dragon in school. He’s also the most 

accident – prone, getting into one scrape after another as he 

learns to roar and fly and breathe fire. But who is the 

mysterious little girl that keeps coming to his aid? And can she 

really help with his toughest test: capturing a princess? 

Monkey Puzzle Julia Donaldson ‘’I’ve lost my mum!’’ 

‘’Hush, little monkey, don’t you cry,  

I’ll help you find her,’’ said Butterfly. 

But somehow Butterfly keeps getting it wrong. Will monkey 

ever find his mum? 

The Gruffalo Julia Donaldson A mouse took a stroll through the deep dark wood. 

A fox saw the mouse and the mouse looked good. 

Walk further into the deep dark wood, and discover what 

happens when the quick – thinking mouse comes face to face 

with an owl, a snake and a hungry Gruffalo… 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Giles-Andreae/e/B001IOBDE4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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The snail and 

the whale 

Julia Donaldson The sea snail slithered all over the rock 

And gazed at the sea and the ships in the dock. 

And as she gazed she sniffed and sighed. 

‘’The sea is deep and the world is wide!’’ 

‘’How I long to sail’’ 

Said the tiny snail. 

Spinderella   Julia Donaldson 

 

 

 

 

Spinderella the spider has a passion for football. She tries to 

play a match with her brothers and sisters and she doesn’t 

know how many spiders should be on each team. Even worse 

she can’t count the goals. Luckily for Spinderella, her fairy 

Godmother has a plan. 

Sharing a shell Julia Donaldson When the little hermit crab finds a shiny new shell he doesn’t 

want to share it – not with a blobby purple anemone and a 

tickly bristleworm. Join Crab, Blob and Brush in the rock pool 

for a sparkly story of sea, shells and friendship. 

Pass the Jam 

Jim 

 Pass the Jam, Jim is a colourful and vibrant story that uses 

alliteration and rhyme to introduce characters and their jobs 

as they prepare for a children’s party. Adding to the chaos is 

Jim, a toddler whose job it is to pass the jam. As the other 

children are distracted Jim eats and plays with the jam, 

resulting in a terrible mess!  

Walking through 

the jungle 

Julie Lacome 

 

The book itself has little to no plot. Instead, the narrator 

asks various animals what they see with the response usually 

being another animal. 

Handa’s 

Surprise  

Eileen Browne A little girl named Handa puts seven delicious fruits in a 

basket to take to her friend, Aeyo. But as she walks across 

the forest, seven different animals, manage to peek into her 

basket and steal the fruit. 

On Sudden Hill Linda Sarah and Benji 

Davies 

Birt and Etho are best friends; they play on Sudden Hill, 

making marvellous contraptions out of cardboard boxes. But 

then a new boy, Shu, wants to join in too. Birt isn't sure that 

he wants Shu to join them. Eaten up with jealousy, he goes 

home and refuses to come out to play. Until Etho and Shu 

come to his house with the most marvellous cardboard 

contraption so far... 

The Lion Inside  Rachel Bright and 

Jim Field  

A rhyming story about one little mouse trying to make himself 

heard and discovering along the way that even the smallest of 

us has the heart of a lion. 

I want my hat Jon Klassen The bear’s hat is gone, and he wants it back. Patiently and 

politely, he asks the animals he comes across, one by one, 

whether they have seen it. Each animal says no, some more 

elaborately than others. But just as the bear begins to 
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despond, a deer comes by and asks a simple question.  

Rosie’s walk Pat Hutchins Rosie the hen leaves the chicken coop and sets out for a little 

walk. Right behind her is the fox, slyly trying to catch up with 

her. Rosie’s walk is quiet, uneventful, and eventually leads her 

back to the coop, blissfully unaware of the fox’s struggles as 

he tries unsuccessfully, to navigate the obstacle course that 

Rosie has led him through. 

Pig in the pond 

 

Martin Waddell  Neligan's pig knows that pigs don't swim. But on one of the 

hottest days of the summer, she just has to take a dive—and 

she's not the only one at Neligan's farm who's sweltering! 

The owl babies  Martin Waddell Sarah, Percy and Bill wake up in their tree nest to find their 

owl mother gone. “I want my mummy” cries Bill, whilst Sarah 

and Percy do their best to comfort him and each other whilst 

waiting for their mother's return. 

Can’t you sleep 

little Bear 

Martin Waddell Its bedtime and Little Bear can't get to sleep. He's 

frightened of the dark, the dark all around, which not even Big 

Bear's largest lantern, can light up. Big Bear finds a way to 

show Little Bear that there is no need to be afraid. 

Farmer Duck  Martin Waddell When a kind and hardworking duck nearly collapses from 

overwork, while taking care of a farm because the owner is 

too lazy to do so, the rest of the animals get together and 

chase the farmer out of town. 

 


