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Title  Author  Synopsis 
The very 

hungry 

caterpillar 

Eric Carle A much-loved classic, The Very Hungry Caterpillar has won 

over millions of readers with its vivid and colourful collage 

illustrations and its deceptively simply, hopeful story. With 

its die-cut pages and finger-sized holes to explore, this is a 

richly satisfying book for children. 

The bad-

tempered 

ladybird 

Eric Carle The bad-tempered ladybird picks fights with every animal 

he meets, but soon learns the importance of friends and 

turns into a far nicer, happier bug. 

The beautifully illustrated pages of this entertaining book 

demonstrate the sizes of the different animals and the 

sun's path across the sky as time passes. 

We’re going on 

a bear hunt 

Michael Rosen Follow and join in the family's excitement as they wade 

through the grass, splash through the river and squelch 

through the mud in search of a bear. What a surprise 

awaits them in the cave on the other side of the dark 

forest! 

Peace at last Jill Murphy It's late at night and Mr Bear is desperately trying to sleep--

but Mrs Bear snores so he tries Baby Bear's room, but Baby 

Bear is pretending to be an aeroplane so there's no peace 

there. Room by room Mr Bear goes through the house trying 

to find somewhere to sleep. 

Bright colourful pictures accompany the simple, repetitive 

text of this delightful storybook.  

Funnybones Allan Ahlberg Janet and Allan's frightfully funny Hallowe'en classic tells 

the story of three skeletons - a big skeleton, a little 

skeleton and a dog skeleton - who venture out of their 

cellar one night to find someone to scare, only to find that 

everyone is in bed. Who will they scare now?! 

Cops and 

robbers 

Allan Ahlberg The robbers of London town plan a desperate crime one 

Christmas Eve - to steal all the toys they can lay their 

hands on! Fortunately, the robbers meet their match in 

brave office Pugh who leaps into action and arrests the 

villains - all except Grandma Swagg who manages to get 

away. 

The gruffalo Julia Donaldson Walk further into the deep dark wood, and discover what 

happens when a quick-witted mouse comes face to face with 

an owl, a snake... and a hungry Gruffalo! 
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Hairy Maclarey 

from 

Donaldson’s 

dairy 

Lynley Dodd Hairy Maclary goes off for a walk in town, followed by a 

few friends. All is uneventful until they meet Scarface 

Claw, the toughest tom in town, and run for home. The 

story is told by a brilliant, cumulative rhyming text and 

terrific pictures. 

Owl babies Martin Waddell When three baby owls awake one night to find their mother 

gone, they can't help but wonder where she is. Stunning 

illustrations capture the owls as they worry about their 

mother: What is she doing? When will she be back? 

Mister Magnolia Quentin Blake In this wittily rhyming picture book, Mr Magnolia has a full 

and happy life except for one serious omission - a boot. But 

one day, he receives a mysterious parcel, and at last Mr 

Magnolia can splash in the puddles with everyone else! 

Katie Morag 

island stories 

Mairi Hedderwick Whether she's posting parcels to the wrong addresses, 

helping Grannie Island with a winning sheep, having 

problems with a troublesome ted or dealing with her 

naughty big boy cousins, Katie Morag is always up to 

something. Here are four delightful stories - a treat for all 

Katie Morag fans. 

My friend bear Jez Alborough Eddy is feeling sad and so is the Bear. They both wish they 

had a friend to talk to. All they’ve got are their teddies, 

and teddies can’t talk. Or can they? A great look at 

friendship and feelings. 

The tiger who 

came to tea 

Judith Kerr The doorbell rings just as Sophie and her mummy are 

sitting down to tea. Who could it possibly be? What they 

certainly don't expect to see at the door is a big furry, 

stripy tiger! 

A dark, dark 

tale 

Ruth Nicholl Follow the black cat's progress through the dark wood, into 

the dark house, and eventually to the surprise discovery at 

the back of the toy cupboard, in this mysterious, 

beautifully illustrated picture book. 

Dogger Shirley Hughes When Dave loses his favourite toy, Dogger, he is desolate. 

But then Dogger turns up at the school summer fair, and 

everything seems all right - until someone else buys him 

before Dave can get the money! 

I want my hat 

back 

Jan Klassen The bear’s hat is gone, and he wants it back. Patiently and 

politely, he asks the animals he comes across, one by one, 

whether they have seen it. Each animal says no, some more 

elaborately than others. But just as the bear begins to 

despond, a deer comes by and asks a simple question that 

sparks the bear’s memory and renews his search with a 
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vengeance. 

You choose Pippa Goodhart Imagine you could go anywhere, with anyone and do anything. 

Where would you live? Where would you sleep? Who would be 

your friends? What games would you play? Go on ...you choose! 

With the help of detailed illustrations, this title looks at a 

whole range of scenarios where choosing is made fun. 

Just imagine Pippa Goodhart Just imagine if you were so big you could take a bath in a 

swimming pool...or so small that you could sleep in a matchbox! 

Imagine being a magical creature or even travelling through 

time... 

What to do if 

an elephant 

stands on your 

foot 

Michelle Robinson Safari etiquette can be tricky. Fortunately, our trusty 

narrator can help. Sort of. From what to do if an elephant 

stands on your foot ("Keep calm. Panicking will only startle it!") 

to how to escape the attentions of a crocodile ("Well? What 

are you waiting for? Wave your arms around and shout for 

help!"), our plucky guide leads our unlucky hero on a jungle 

adventure, barely avoiding tigers, a rhino, snakes, and--uh-oh. 

What’s that? Well thank heavens the monkeys are friendly at 

least!  

How to wash a  

woolly mammoth 

Michelle Robinson Find out exactly how to wash your mammoth in this hilarious 

instruction manual - just remember don't get any soap in its 

eyes or it might escape up a tree! 

Dinosaurs in the 

supermarket 

Timothy Knapman A trip to the supermarket turns into havoc when dinosaurs go 

wild in the aisles! As Stegosaurus spills beans and Diplodocus 

gobbles up greens, can a little boy get the big beasts to 

behave? 

But where 

completely are 

we? 

Lauren Child  Lola really wants to live in a tent. 'I would quite like to be an 

explorer, Charlie,' says Lola. So Charlie and Lola set off on an 

adventure, but instead of packing explorer essentials like 

binoculars or string, Lola has brought lots and lots of glitter 

and pink milk! They head off into the wild, ready to face tigers 

and bears and go foraging for food. But, when it starts to rain, 

Lola's not so keen on being stuck outside - so they do indoor-

outdoor camping at home and go on an imaginative adventure 

instead! 

I will not ever 

eat a tomato 

Lauren Child  An innovative and fun-filled look at the problem of fussy 

eating from Children's Laureate Lauren Child. This classic Kate 

Greenaway Medal-Winning picture book is guaranteed to make 

dinner time fun. 

Lola will not eat peas. In fact, she won't eat carrots, potatoes, 

mushrooms, eggs, sausages, cauliflower, cabbage or baked 

beans. And she will absolutely not ever NEVER eat a tomato. 
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Aliens love 

underpants 

C Freedman This zany, hilarious tale is delightfully brought to life by Ben 

Cort's vibrant illustrations. With a madcap, rhyming text by 

award-winning Claire Freedman, this is sure to enchant and 

amuse the whole family! 

Perfect for joining in, this story is fantastically fresh and 

funny - you'll laugh your pants off! 

There are cats 

in this book 

Vivienne Schwartz When did you last play with cats … inside a book?! The cats in 

this book want to have fun, and by turning the pages and 

flipping the flaps you can play their favourite games with 

them! Tiny, Moonpie and André love wool to tangle with, 

cardboard boxes to hide in, pillow fights … and fish! But where 

there are fish, there is also water – lots of it. So who’s going 

to rescue the cats from the giant floodwave? You are, of 

course! 

Actual size 

(non-fiction) 

S Jenkins Just how big is a crocodile? What about a tiger, or the world's 

largest spider? Can you imagine a tongue that is two feet long 

or an eye that is bigger than your head? Sometimes facts and 

figures don't tell the whole story. In the new paperback 

edition of this visually stunning book, Steve Jenkins illustrates 

animals both large and small at their actual size. 

Iggy and me J Valentine IGGY AND ME is a series of family stories featuring the 

mishaps and shenanigans of the irrepressible 5-year-old Iggy 

as seen through the eyes of her big sister Flo. 

Shark in the 

park 

Nick Sharratt Timothy Pope has a brand new telescope and he's testing it 

out at the park. Children will delight in peeping through the 

die-cut holes and guessing what Tim has spotted. Is that really 

a shark he can see? Turn the page and find out . . 

Traction Man is 

here 

Mini Grey With an action outfit for every occasion, Traction Man patrols 

the house. Whether he is saving toys (in latex space suit and 

Perspex helmet, teamed with Rocket Boots); searching the 

sink for the lost wreck of the sieve (in sub-aqua suit, 

fluorescent flippers and infra-red mask) or rescuing damsels 

in distress (in jungle pants, camouflage vest and a bandanna), 

Traction Man is never less than stylishly turned out and 

expertly accessorised. He is the last word in heroic fashion 

flair - until, that is, the day that he is presented with an all-in-

one knitted green romper suit and matching bonnet by his 

owner's granny. Can Traction Man overcome the humiliation of 

his desperately dowdy new look and rediscover the action hero 

within or will the burden of the knitted green monstrosity be 

too great? 

A footballer 

called Flip 

Ian Whybrow Jack Lewis is short. REALLY short. So short, in fact, that Mr 

Bullock, the St Saviours football coach, doesn't want him on 
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the team. 

But when Mr Willis discovers Jack's 'footballing brain' ... and 

Jack's mum steps in with a few tips ... it looks like the School 

Cup may be just the beginning! 

Lost and found Oliver Jeffers There once was a boy… and one day a penguin arrives on his 

doorstep. The boy decides the penguin must be lost and tries 

to return him. But no one seems to be missing a penguin. So 

the boy decides to take the penguin home himself, and they 

set out in his row boat on a journey to the South Pole. 

But when they get there, the boy discovers that maybe home 

wasn’t what the penguin was looking for after all… 

 


