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The Besom in Witney has been working in West Oxfordshire since 2004, 
serving people who wish to help others through giving.  The Besom is a bridge 
between those who have and those in need.  The service it provides is free 
and every worker is a volunteer. 
 
We are so grateful that your school would like to give again this year through 
The Besom as part of your harvest celebrations.  You can make a difference 
and bring much needed help to households which have so little. People are 
referred to us by about 90 support workers. Besom has again distributed 
several hundred food parcels so far this year. Each food parcel is made up to 
suit the person or family we are giving to and will include food which can be 
made into meals (ie breakfast, lunch, evening meal, drinks and snacks) for the 
number of people in the household. We usually give a welcome parcel of food 
and cupboard items to people who are moving on from temporary 
accommodation, such as a hostel for the homeless, to their own home.   
 
Here are some ideas of how you might want to give: 
 

 Food will include tea, coffee, sugar, long-life milk, tinned meals, 
pasta sauces, tinned fish, pasta, rice, noodles or tinned potatoes 
tinned tomatoes, peas, carrots, sweetcorn, tinned or packets of 
desserts, jams and breakfast cereals. We also include some treats 
like biscuits or chocolate.  

 To stretch the family budget further we sometimes give toiletries 
and/or household cleaning packs when people move eg new 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, shower gel, soap, deodorant 
for men and women, loo rolls, kitchen cleaner, bathroom cleaner, 
washing up liquid, washing powder, etc. 

 It helps us if food you give have long dates so we don’t have to 
distribute it urgently.  

 We are not able to distribute home-made cakes or jams as we 
cannot guarantee the circumstances under which they have been 
made – we hope you understand.   

 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

THE BESOM in Witney  
  sweep away suffering 

Tel: 07549 842789 
E-mail: contact@witneybesom.org  

www.besom.com/local-besoms/witney  
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