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Friday 26th  April 2019 

 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Welcome back to Year 1 – The Owls 

 

We hope you have had a lovely Easter holiday, enjoying some of the lovely weather that we have been 

having. 

This year seems to be whizzing by with the children really immersing themselves fully in their learning. 

Both topics so far this year seem to have inspired the children, so hopefully our next one will be equally as 

exciting! With this in mind, our first home learning of the term will be finding out what both you and your 

children have found interesting (or not) about the topics so far!  

For this term, we are basing our learning around a story-based focus which should hopefully appeal to the 

creative side of our learners. We hope to engage the children in drama, story writing and lots of discussion 

and debate. Hopefully you will soon hear all about our new topic at home and on the way will be learning 

more about a variety of traditional stories from a fresh perspective! To help us with this topic, it would be 

really helpful if we could have a shoe box for each child in order that they can use it to create something 

special during the term. We won’t spoil the surprise by saying what it is, just yet! 

During this year our aim has been to make the transition from Foundation Stage to Key Stage One as 

smooth and enjoyable as possible for the children, which we will continue to do. The children have settled 

well into the routines of Year 1 and continue to enjoy the learning environment that they are settled into. 

With this in mind, we are excited to announce that Year 1 now have an additional outside learning space! As 

you will notice when you come into school next, there is an additional space wrapped around our classroom so 

that we can extend the learning opportunities for the children. We are most excited to utilise this space 

and feel sure that the children will benefit from the opportunity to continue their learning outside. 

Hopefully over the coming weeks, you will see evidence of our presence in the area as we turn it into our 

classroom! 

On top of all this news, later this term we will have a Healthy living week and an Enterprise project to look 

forward to! More details to follow later. 

 

Here are just a few reminders: 

PE 

PE will be on Wednesday morning and Thursday afternoons again this term. Please ensure all PE kits are in 

school on Monday and taken home on Friday just in case of any timetable changes. If your child has pierced 

ears, they must be able to take out earrings on their own as teachers are unable to assist them. If they 

cannot, they will not be able to take part in PE. Please refer to the uniform policy for details.  
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Water  

Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in school every day. With the warmer weather it is 

important that your child is able to stay hydrated and their own water bottler makes this easier for them 

to do. Fruit juice or squash is not permitted but feel free to pop a slice of fruit in!   

  

Play time snack 

Year 1 will still receive free government fruit each day. However, we will be eating this in the afternoons as 

part of story time. Please provide your child with a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable – named or in a named 

bag/plastic tub and they will eat this at morning break.  

 

Milk: Sadly in Year 1 milk is no longer free and must be ordered through Cool Milk by yourself if you wish 

for your child to receive it. We are provided with a list of children from Cool Milk who should be receiving 

milk each day. If your child is on this list, they may choose to drink this at morning break or with their 

afternoon snack. If you have stopped ordering milk this year, it would be really helpful if you explained this 

to your child to save any upset at play time – thanks.  

  

Reading 

Reading continues to be an important skill that the children are developing. The children really enjoy the 

challenge of the book bands and are eager to read with us as well as share their thoughts during their daily 

group shared reading activities. We request your continued support in helping your child with their reading. 

If possible, reading with your child every day for ten minutes maximum is plenty in order to support their 

reading progress. Please see the Book Banding letter and booklet for more information on how to help your 

child at home on the school website. Star reader certificates will be handed out each Monday for children 

who have read at home four or more times each week – this continues to be very motivating for the 

children.  

Here are a selection of book titles that may enhance the children’s enjoyment of this terms topics which 

you could look out for on a visit to the library if you would like to. 

Little Red Riding Hood by Ian Beck 

Rapunzel by Sarah Gibb 

Three Little Pigs by Richard Johnson 

Only one you by Linda Kranz 

I can be anything by Jerry Spinelli 

Something else by Katherine Cave and Chris Riddell 

Wonderful me! by Margaret Mahy 

Marvelous me! by Lisa Bullard 

Of course there are lots of other versions of traditional tales that you could share with your child too! It 

may be interesting to compare them and see which version your child prefers! 

 

Phonics  

Children will be taught phonics every day – this is where they will learn new sounds and continue to practise 

ones that they have met before. Phonics is an important tool for the children to use in decoding unfamiliar 

words in their reading and to help them as they build words within their writing. As the children become 

more confident in their use of phonics, we will start to look at the effects of different word building 

conventions and ‘rules’ which they can use to help them as they start to write with more adventurous word 

choices. This is usually an area that the children relish because they start to see the way these ‘rules’ help 

with both their reading and their spelling. 



 

Home learning 

Home learning continues with a fortnightly sheet containing activities based on what we have been learning 

during the weeks. We hope that it continues to be a shared activity, prompting lots of conversation 

between you and your child which will consolidate what they have been learning in school. It would be great 

to see your child attempting to write some responses to questions themselves during this term, showing 

their confidence in their own ability to describe what they are learning. Home learning should take no 

longer than 30 minutes each week, regardless of whether your child has finished the sheet. Each piece of 

work will be celebrated and stamped to show acknowledgement of their efforts. Instant feedback is really 

important, particularly for younger children, so please let your child know that they have done well once 

they have worked on their home learning. A termly topic web is available on the website if you wish to 

revisit anything, please let us know if there is something in particular which your child has struggled with 

and we can go back over this in learning time.  

 

Wow Moments  

We will be carrying on with the WOW! board which continues to be a great place to celebrate our classes 

achievements out of school! We really enjoy seeing and celebrating what children achieve! As ever, the 

sheets will be on our WOW! notice board inside the door to our cloakroom – please help yourself! 

 

3:05pm collection of your child 

On the odd occasion you may need to arrange other adults to collect your child, please sign the sheet on the 

notice board before 8:40am in the Year 1 cloakroom to advise staff of this. Any permanent and weekly 

arrangements should be put in writing to the office and ourselves. Many thanks. 

 

If you have any questions about Year 1, please do not hesitate to speak to us, we are always readily 

available at the end of the day to discuss any area that you are unsure of or need more information about! 

We are really looking forward to the summer term teaching your children and are eager to see how they 

continue on their learning journey with us! 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs King, Ms Butt and Mrs Miles, Chief Owls  


