
Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                 Autumn Term 2019  

‘Veni, Vidi, Vici’ 

Welcome back to the new school year!  

I am very excited to be teaching the Eagles class this year and I have been busy 

planning some exciting activities that I know the children will enjoy. I am also pleased 

that Mrs Hawkins, who the children knew in Mandarin class, will be supporting our 

learning each day. It means that there is continuity in the children’s learning and 

progress.  

Our theme this term, ‘Veni, Vidi, Vici’ will focus on the amazing legacy of perhaps the 

most famous invaders of this island, the Romans. They certainly came, saw and 

conquered! To enhance these studies, we will be visiting Chedworth Roman Villa on 

Monday, 23rd September; a separate letter will be sent with more details shortly. The 

children will be able to see just how a fashionable Roman lived in the Cotswold 

countryside: the latest in hot water bathing, underfloor heating system and some very 

artistic mosaics. 

To support our studies, we will be reading various stories with a Roman theme and our 

class reader is, ‘Romans on the Rampage ‘, by the popular children’s author, Jeremy 

Strong. 
 

 

 

 



Communication 

We are continuing to use the reading diaries for Key Stage Two which have been very 

successful. Please use this to make a note of all daily reading and to send in any 

messages. Mrs Hawkins will check the books each morning.  

Home learning 

English 

Please remember that throughout Key Stage Two it is really important for the children 

to read at home to you every day, just for 10 minutes. It makes such a clear difference 

to their English learning and ability in school, and obviously although we will hear your 

child read regularly through guided reading groups, we cannot hear every child read 

every day. We would really like to make the most of your child’s learning opportunities 

at school and we are sure you would too; confidence in reading improves their access to 

learning. The children will be encouraged to read every night and will be receiving 

rewards if they read at least four times every week (including the weekends). In KS2 

we have introduced a new reward system for those children who do read 4 times a week 

– even more of a reason to get them reading!  

In addition to this, we have set up a new initiative in Key Stage two to support spelling. 

Therefore, we will be sending home 4 spellings (taken from the statutory spelling list 

for Year 3 and 4) each week together with a list of suggested activities from the new 

‘Spelling Menu’. 

Maths  

We will continue to encourage your child’s learning of their times tables, together with 

regular times tables tests; fluency and accuracy with these number facts helps build 

confidence in so many areas of Maths and will also be necessary for when children take 

the new Multiplication Check test at the end of year 4. The priority this year will be 

revision of their x2, x5 and x10, up to twelve times each number, then moving on to 

ensuring confidence in x3, x4 and x8. They will need to be confident with division facts 

as well as multiplication facts, e.g. 6 x 4 = 24, 24 ÷ 4 = 6 (How many fours in 24?).  

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, the free app called ’10 minutes a day 

times tables’ is an enjoyable way for children to practise their times tables. 

Children can also continue with their work on ‘‘Times Tables Rockstars’ which is 

designed to encourage regular practice of times tables.  

 

 

 



Other information 

Snack time  

Please remember that only children in Key Stage One are entitled to fruit at school so 

you may wish to provide your child a healthy snack for the morning break. There is a 

tuck shop running at break time where children can purchase a drink and snack. The 

maximum price of any product is 50p so children do not need to bring in excessive 

amounts of money.  

Violins  

Year Threes will be starting violin or cello lessons on Thursday, 19th
 
September and 

this will be every Thursday afternoon. Once they all have instruments, they will be 

expected to bring them into school every week, unless they are told otherwise. The 

children will bring their instruments home to practise … we all know that practice make 

perfect! So please do encourage your child to practise at home. There will be online 

games later on for them to try, associated with their learning. Their teacher, Mr 

Bettle, will give further details. Linked to this, Miss Stephens will be helping them to 

complete their Arts Award Discover over the course of the year. 

Swimming and P.E.  

Please make sure your child has their P.E. kit in every day in case our timetable 

changes. However, our sessions this term are on Monday and Thursday. P.E. kits will be 

sent home every Friday afternoon with the children, so they can be washed or changed 

before coming back into school on the Monday morning. Year 3 will be swimming in the 

Spring Term.  

French  

The children start to learn French in Year 3 - this is done in a fun way through daily 

activities such as registration or simple commands during the day, singing and activities.  

The children will settle in very quickly into their new class and I am confident it will be 

a really enjoyable year for us all. For updates, photos and class news keep an eye on 

Eagles’ class page on our website 

http://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/  

If you have any concerns I am available after school, or you can make an appointment to 

see me through the school office or your child’s Reading diary.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mr Mahony & Mrs Hawkins 



 


