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Friday 23rd April 2021 

Dear parents and carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 5 and 6!  
 
We hope you have had a lovely Easter holiday, enjoying some of the lovely weather that we 
have been having, even with a little bit of snow added into the mix! Upon their return last 
term we were super proud of how the children really immersed themselves fully in their 
learning. We have no doubt this will be the case this term too! 
 
We have been inspired by the children’s discussion about superheroes, so we thought we 
would use it for our topic! We hope to engage the children in drama, story writing and lots 
of discussion and debate about ‘goodies’ and ‘meanies’! Hopefully you will soon hear all 
about our new topic at home and on the way will be learning more about a variety of 
superhero stories and TV shows from a fresh perspective! We’re very excited to see where 
their imagination takes them (and us!) There is more information about what we will be 
learning on our Topic Web.  
 
During this year our aim has been to make the transition from Reception to Key Stage One 
as smooth and enjoyable as possible for the children; particularly during the pandemic after 
lockdowns, taking into account the disruption of school - based learning and with that, the 
familiar routine of school. We will continue to provide this nurture, structure and lesson 
delivery in order to engage the children as fully as possible. The children have settled well 
into the routines of Year 1 and we hope they continue to enjoy the learning environment 
that they have grown into.  
 
We will finish the summer term with a Superhero Day! More details to follow later!  
 
 
Here are just a few reminders: 
 
Hot Weather 
Please ensure that your child has a sun hat, fresh water and named sun cream which they 
are able to apply on their own.  
 
PE 
Please ensure all PE kits are in school on Monday and taken home on Friday just in case of 
any timetable changes. If your child has pierced ears, they must be able to take out earrings 
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on their own as teachers are unable to assist them. If they cannot, they will not be able to 
take part in PE. Please refer to the uniform policy for details.  
 
Water  
Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in school every day. With the warmer 
weather it is important that your child is able to stay hydrated and their own water bottler 
makes this easier for them to do. Fruit juice or squash is not permitted but feel free to pop a 
slice of fruit in!   
  
Play time snack 
Year 1 will still receive free government fruit each day. We eat this in the afternoons as part 
of story time. Please provide your child with a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable – named or in 
a named bag/plastic tub and they will eat this at morning break.  
 
Milk: Milk must be ordered through Cool Milk by yourself if you wish for your child to 
receive it. We are provided with a list of children from Cool Milk who should be receiving 
milk each day. If your child is on this list, they may choose to drink this at morning break or 
with their afternoon snack.  
  
Reading 
Reading continues to be an important skill that the children are developing. The children 
really enjoy the challenge of the book bands and are eager to read with us as well as share 
their thoughts during their daily group shared reading activities. We request your continued 
support in helping your child with their reading. If possible, reading with your child every 
day for ten minutes maximum is plenty in order to support their reading progress. Please 
see the Book Banding letter and booklet on the Year 1 webpage for more information on 
how to help your child at home.  
 
Phonics  
Children will be taught phonics every day – this is where they will learn new sounds and 
continue to practise ones that they have met before. Phonics is an important tool for the 
children to use in decoding unfamiliar words in their reading and to help them as they build 
words within their writing. As the children become more confident in their use of phonics, 
we will start to look at the effects of different word building conventions and ‘rules’ which 
they can use to help them as they start to write with more adventurous word choices. This is 
usually an area that the children relish because they start to see the way these ‘rules’ help 
with both their reading and their spelling. This year we will not be formally assessing 
phonics using a screening check so there will not be scores based on this information. 
However, we will of course still be rigorously addressing any gaps that they may have in 
their phonics knowledge. 
 
PSHE 
This term we will be teaching aspects of PSHE using a scheme called Jigsaw. We will be using 
it to help us as we teach the statutory areas of learning such as science, relationships and 
health education. This term we will be learning all about dreams and goals and after half 
term, changing me.  



  
 

In the Changing Me unit we will cover animal and human life cycles, changes in me since 
being a baby, differences between female and male bodies (using the correct terminology), 
linking growing and learning, coping with change and transition. 
If you would like to read further information on this, please use this link 
(https://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/rhse/) and see the letter from Mr Leigh 1/4/21 for a link to 
the parent consultation which runs until 26th April.  
 
Wow Moments  
We will be carrying on with the WOW! board which continues to be a great place to 
celebrate our classes achievements out of school! We really enjoy seeing and celebrating 
what children achieve! Please feel free to send us photos via the office email that we can 
share of your child’s achievements or just let us know that your child has some exciting 
news to share with the class. Either way, we love to hear what your child has been engaged 
in outside of school! 
 
If you have any questions about Year 1, please do not hesitate to get in contact via the 
office. We are really looking forward to the summer term teaching your children and are 
eager to see how they continue on their learning journey with us! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Mrs King, Ms Butt and Mrs Coombe  
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