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Dare  Discover  Do 

DUCKLINGTON 

C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Tel. (01993) 703651    Website: https://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/ 

 

Headteacher:  Mr R. Leigh     Chair of Governors:  Mrs D Rose 

Our Christian Value for this 

half term is:   
 

Respect 
 

 

 We will be learning about respect for 

people because you admire something 

about them respect for other people’s 

feelings, wishes and rights as well as 

respect for the environment. We will 

learn that we can’t expect to be 

respected unless we show respect. 
 
 

‘So, whatever you wish that others 

would do to you, do also to them’ 

Matthew 7:12 

Headteacher’s Thoughts 
Sadly, for us, after 20 years at the school, Teresa will be leaving at the end of this month. 

She has been a wonderful member of staff with a great knowledge of the school and its 

workings, which has been an immense help to me as the newcomer last year.  We will 

obviously say our farewells at the end of the month, but we do wish her well for the 

future.     
 

We have reached the end of our first full week and it is great to see how well the children 

have settled back into school routine.  I have been very impressed how independently our 

Reception children have been coming into school in the morning ready for their day – 

well done to them.  
 

As last year, the whole school has started with a shared focus of ‘Growing together, 

learning together’ using three excellent books to stimulate our learning:  
 

• Errol's Garden by Gillian Hibbs for Ducklings 

• The Secret Sky Garden by Linda Sarah and Fiona Lumbers for Key Stage 1  

• The Promise by Nicola Davies and Laura Carlin for Key Stage 2 
 

The work includes exploring the texts, reading and writing activities as well as some 

creative artwork.  I am looking forward to finding out what the children have been 

exploring at the end of the topic. 
 

You will have noticed the work around the school over the last week, firstly there is the 

renewing of some our roof, which will be finishing next week so the younger children can 

have their full playground back. Secondly our boiler is being replaced, which should be 

completed before October half term – hopefully before it gets too cold.  We have been 

lucky to have been selected to receive the funding for these projects.    
           Mr. Leigh 

Future Diary Dates. 
 

Monday 13th September – Y6 start swimming  
 

Thursday 16th September – Y3 Saxon Day 
 

Friday 17th September – Y5 Viking Day 
 

22nd, 23rd, 29th, 30th September – Bikeability Y6 
 

Thursday 21st October – 3:05pm – End of Term 1  
 

Friday 22nd October – INSET day 
 

Monday 1st November – Start of Term 2 

 

 

 

 

https://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID reporting  

Although, this year schools are not responsible for track and tracing of classes etc. – it 

would be useful to know if children have been close contacts of a COVID case and details 

of their subsequent PCR test for our records 

 

Secondary Places – Year 6 applications 

A reminder to Year 6 parents, that this is the time when you can apply for your child’s 

secondary place, to access the website, please click here.    The deadline for receipt of 

completed applications is 31 October 2021. 

 

 

Is your child eligible for Pupil Premium? 
 

What is Pupil Premium? 
 

Pupils qualify as being eligible for Pupil Premium if they satisfy at least one of the 

following: 

 

• They have received Free School Meals at any point in the last 6 years  

NB: this is not the same as universal free school meals which is an automatic entitlement 

for children in Foundation & KS1 

• They are in the care of the Local Authority  

• They are children of Service Personnel 

• They have been adopted from care (and the school has seen certification of this) 

 

This means that the school receives additional funding for your child.  

 

Free School Meals Eligibility 

 

Infant free school meals in England 

 

Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in: 

o reception class 

o year 1 

o year 2 

 

Children in other year groups 

 

Achievements Assembly  
A big well done to the children mentioned in our achievement assembly this week. 

Cygnets:   Ethan Rogers   

Ducklings   All of Duckling Class 

Owls:    Ellis Moore 

Mandarins:  Ben Buckard, Cami Mccay 

Eagles:   Thomas Lishman, Corin Wright 

Robins:  Poppy Brooks 

Kingfishers: Jake Beauchamp 

Red Kites:  Esther Warner, Jack Dunbar 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions


Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must 

be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

Tell the school office if you also get any of the above benefits. Your child’s school 

can get extra funding if you do.  

 

Registering for free meals could raise an extra £1345 for your child’s school, to fund 

valuable support like extra tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities. 

More detailed information is available on our school website. 

 

This additional money is available from central government for every child whose parent 

is receiving one of the welfare benefits listed in the form. It is therefore important to sign 

up for free school meals, even if your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2, so that your 

child’s school receives as much funding as possible. 

 

To see if you are eligible for Free School Meals, speak to staff in the school 

office. They will need the following information: 

 

Full names, dates of birth and national insurance numbers. 

 

If you believe that your child/children are eligible for Pupil Premium for any 

other reason then please get in touch with Miss Stephens, Deputy Head, via the 

school office. 

 

 

 

  



Taken from Government advice to parents  

 

What should I do if my child has COVID-19 symptoms?  

If your child has any of the main COVID-19 symptoms (a high temperature, a new 

continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste), they should not attend 

school and should stay at home. You should arrange for them to get a PCR test and tell 

your child’s school the test results. Your child should not attend school while you are 

waiting for test results, even if they are feeling better. If the test is negative, they should 

go to school as normal. If they test positive, they should continue to isolate and follow 

public health advice.  

 

What happens if my child has been in contact with someone with COVID-19 

symptoms?  

If your child has been identified as a close contact, you will be advised that your child 

takes a PCR test. They will not have to self-isolate unless they have a positive PCR test 

result.  

 

Will my child be vaccinated?  

Children at primary school are not being offered the vaccine. Only young people aged 16 to 

17 have currently been offered the vaccine, as well as children aged 12 to 15 with specific 

underlying health conditions or who live with others at increased risk of getting seriously 

ill from COVID-19 are now also eligible for the vaccine. All school staff have now been 

offered the vaccine. 

 

For further information and guidance:  

• To find out more about what to expect when pupils return to school in September, 

visit: www.gov.uk/backtoschool   

• How to order a rapid COVID-19 test for asymptomatic testing: https://maps.test-

and-trace.nhs.uk  

• How to report your rapid COVID-19 test results: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-

result or call 119 (free from mobile or landline)  

• How to order a PCR test if you or your child has COVID-19 symptoms: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 

 

http://www.gov.uk/backtoschool
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

