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Headteacher’s Thoughts
It would seem that many of the viruses that usually spread around school are beginning
to return, now that there is more mixing within the school and in the wider community.
In school, we have maintained our hand hygiene to help reduce the spread and thank
you for not sending in your children when they are suffering, it has been a great help.
Please could I remind everyone that if your child develops any of the symptoms of
COVID then we will need a PCR test to be completed, we have also been advised that the
Lateral Flow tests are not appropriate or effective for younger children and should not be
accepted. Thank you for your support in this.
Yesterday, Eagles took part in a Saxon day with Hrothgar – it sounded a great
experience especially all the Saxon cries I heard from the classroom before they headed
outside to learn about all the various elements of Saxon life. The children’s costumes
looked amazing with thanks to their dressers. What a great way to introduce their
history topic.
When I arrived in school this morning, I was surprised to see Hrothgar still here at
school, he must have camped overnight and experienced some time travel as he greeted
Year 5’s with a Viking Experience. I can see that this is still going on as I complete the
newsletter and look forward to hearing about it.
As you will see further down the newsletter, the photographs of the children engaged in
their learning has re-started this week. It is great to see how the Cygnets and Ducklings
have really settled into their new settings and enjoying their time in school. Do take a
look.
Please look out for and read the FODS September newsletter, which you should receive
with this newsletter.
Mr. Leigh
Our Christian Value for this
half term is:

Respect
We will be learning about respect for
people because you admire something
about them respect for other people’s
feelings, wishes and rights as well as
respect for the environment. We will
learn that we can’t expect to be
respected unless we show respect.
‘So, whatever you wish that others
would do to you, do also to them’
Matthew 7:12

Future Diary Dates.
22nd, 23rd, 29th, 30th September – Bikeability Y6
Thursday 23rd September- U9 Girls Football Tournament
Tuesday 28th September – Harvest Festival
Thursday 21st October – 3:05pm – End of Term 1
Friday 22nd October – INSET day
Monday 1st November – Start of Term 2

Achievements Assembly
A big well done to the children mentioned in our achievement assembly this week.
Cygnets:
Sophie Xhakollari
Ducklings
Eve Jackson, Jamie Goodchild
Owls:
Isla Blackford
Mandarins:
Edward Shepheard, Grace Kiley
Eagles:
Gillon James
Robins:
Aaliyah Razzaki, Alfie Leach
Kingfishers:
Lily Watts
Red Kites:
Eben Wright, Lily Coombe
COVID reporting
Although, this year schools are not responsible for track and tracing of classes etc. – it
would be useful to know if children have been close contacts of a COVID case and details
of their subsequent PCR test for our records

Around the School
This week in Nursery the children have been discussing families. Children shared photos
of their families and drew some lovely pictures of them.
The children have also been exploring different textures in messy play and have enjoyed
manipulating kinetic sand and scooping chia seed slime.

EYFS have resumed their weekly collective worship assemblies and it has been wonderful
to have the Cygnets and Ducklings together again. We have introduced the
‘Achieveosaurus family’ to the children and each week they are either awarded the
Tryasaurus, the Explorasaurus or the Thinkasaurus. This celebrates how the children
have been learning each week in school, which link with Characteristics of Effective
Learning in the EYFS curriculum. Cygnet class received the Explorasaurus for exploring
the Nursery classroom and resources with curiosity and enthusiasm. The Duckling class
received the Tryasaurus for trying so hard this week with learning and writing new
sounds in phonics. We also sing action songs together and share a story.

Ducklings have had an excellent start to the term. They
have been involved in various activities whilst learning to
explore the resources inside and outside.

Enjoying painting
Making an obstacle course
using the wooden bricks

Sharing books

Enjoying the climbing frame

Throwing and catching

Building models with the lego
Making potions with pipettes
and sharing ideas.

Using the digging area

Looking for minibeasts

Year 5 really enjoyed making their orreries for our "Earth and Space" Science unit. They
looked carefully at the different planets in our solar system and their orbital patterns
before plotting their position in relation to the sun.

Finally, Year 2 have been creating their own imaginary garden in art using different art
techniques. They printed their hands to symbolise everyone taking part and helping to
look after the world. They then drew flowers using their observational skills looking
closely at photographs of flowers. Finally, they added chalk pastels and developed their
blending skills. Children made their own artwork and worked together on a whole class
picture. The results are fabulous!

Taken from Government advice to parents
What should I do if my child has COVID-19 symptoms?
If your child has any of the main COVID-19 symptoms (a high temperature, a new
continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste), they should not attend
school and should stay at home. You should arrange for them to get a PCR test and tell
your child’s school the test results. Your child should not attend school while you are
waiting for test results, even if they are feeling better. If the test is negative, they should
go to school as normal. If they test positive, they should continue to isolate and follow
public health advice.
What happens if my child has been in contact with someone with COVID-19
symptoms?
If your child has been identified as a close contact, you will be advised that your child
takes a PCR test. They will not have to self-isolate unless they have a positive PCR test
result.
Will my child be vaccinated?
Children at primary school are not being offered the vaccine. Only young people aged 16 to
17 have currently been offered the vaccine, as well as children aged 12 to 15 with specific
underlying health conditions or who live with others at increased risk of getting seriously
ill from COVID-19 are now also eligible for the vaccine. All school staff have now been
offered the vaccine.
For further information and guidance:
• To find out more about what to expect when pupils return to school in September,
visit: www.gov.uk/backtoschool
• How to order a rapid COVID-19 test for asymptomatic testing: https://maps.testand-trace.nhs.uk
• How to report your rapid COVID-19 test results: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19result or call 119 (free from mobile or landline)
• How to order a PCR test if you or your child has COVID-19 symptoms:
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

