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Friday 15th October 2021
Headteacher’s Thoughts
Following on from my visit to the Witney Foodbank last week, it was great to receive a
thank you card (photograph below) this week confirming we had donated around 50kg of
food. Thank you once again for all the donations.
This week, you will have received information about the children’s flu vaccination on the
10th November via ParentPay. It would seem that the PHE Health Protection Teams
concerns this year are focussing on flu, therefore we would encourage you to sign your
child up for the vaccination as soon as possible – information of this was included on the
letter. If you did not receive this information, please let us know and we will make sure
you get a copy.
For your information - after a gap last year, we are planning to take part in the
collection of shoe boxes filled with toys etc for children in other countries less fortunate
than ourselves. Further information will be sent out next week and will need to be
returned by 12th November.
The annual Church Christmas Card competition is here again – I know it is early to
mention Christmas, however the cards need to be prepared to ensure delivery on time.
As last year, the judges are looking for a picture of Christmas that involves a star – it
can be either in paint, crayon, pencil, or pen. If your child would like to take part, we
will have a box near each classroom for them to put their entry. These need to be
returned by Wednesday 3rd November. Good luck!
On Thursday next week (21st October) we reach our half term break (please remember
Friday 22nd October is a staff training day) – a chance to re-charge and refresh for the
build up to that season that I have already had to mention above! Thank you again to
everyone for helping us have a smooth half term – as always it has certainly been a team
effort.
Mr. Leigh
Our Christian Value for this
half term is:

Respect
We will be learning about respect for
people because you admire something
about them respect for other people’s
feelings, wishes and rights as well as
respect for the environment. We will
learn that we can’t expect to be
respected unless we show respect.
‘So, whatever you wish that others
would do to you, do also to them’
Matthew 7:12

Future Diary Dates.
Tuesday 19th / Wednesday 20th October –
Ducklings and Owls Virtual Parents Evenings
Thursday 21st October – 3:05pm – End of Term 1
Friday 22nd October – INSET day
Monday 1st November – Start of Term 2
Thursday 4th November – School photos
Tuesday 9th / Wednesday 10th November –
Year 2 – Year 6 Virtual Parents Evenings

Achievements Assembly
A big well done to the children mentioned in our achievement assembly this week.
Cygnets:
Benjamin Wilton-Powell
Ducklings
Daisy Brooks, Toby Hemming
Owls:
Ibbie Wright, James Horey
Mandarins:
Harrison Rogers, Zachary Goodson
Eagles:
Felix Cross, Oliver Spolander
Robins:
Max Fitzpatrick, Olivia Mason
Kingfishers:
Florence Elliott
Red Kites:
Beatrice Kendall, Harry Miles
COVID reporting
Although, this year schools are not responsible for track and tracing of classes etc. – it
would be useful to know if children have been close contacts of a COVID case and details
of their subsequent PCR test for our records
From the Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock
We have exciting news! Our Free Half Term Family Activities linked to our NEW
Mechanicals Exhibition!
Moving Mechanical Makes! Check out our Website… Children's activities at The
Oxfordshire Museum | Oxfordshire County Council
Tuesday 26th October: Push and Pull (2-4pm)
•

Join us to make a moving picture based off the new mechanical exhibition. Get your
family ticket today! (Up to 3 Children). All children must be accompanied by an adult.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/176207339897

Wednesday 27th October: Kool Kaleidoscopes (11-3pm)
•

Use inspiration from the mechanicals exhibition to create the coolest of Kaleidoscopes! Get
your family ticket today! (Up to 3 Children). All children must be accompanied by an adult.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/176236858187

Thursday 28th October: Mini Mechanics (2-4pm)
•

Watch your creations balance and fly with inspiration from the great outdoors and our new
mechanicals exhibition. Get your family ticket today! (Up to 3 Children). All children must
be accompanied by an adult. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/176274260057

We also have a new Mechanical Trail for you to enjoy. Why not come to the Oxfordshire
Museum this Half Term!
From Witney Foodbank

Around the School
Nursery have had a lovely week exploring Autumn time. We went for an Autumn walk to
the sports field to collect leaves and conkers.

The children made Autumn wreath decorations with the leaves they had found.

The children have been learning about harvest time so decided to make some apple
crumble with some apples which were recently harvested. The children helped by carefully
slicing up the apples and spooned the crumble mixture on top of their own portion.

The children have been engaged in various autumn/harvest activities such as leaf collages
and exploring sensory trays with soil and vegetables or corn kernels or conkers.

In Ducklings, we have been sharing the story ‘We’re going on a bear hunt. The children
really enjoyed retelling and performing this story. In phonics, we have been blending and
segmenting words and learning to play some phonic games. We are very much continuing
to increase our vocabulary through various activities and have enjoyed playing some
speaking and listening games. Below is a selection of activities that the children have been
involved in.

Practising our
letter formation.

Playing phonics games.

We have been talking about
what makes us special and
sharing our thoughts about what
it is that we think is special
about each other.

Playing and exploring

Threading beads

Ordering, counting and matching
numbers.

Year 2 have been 'wild things' in PE this week. In a dance lesson they showed their
terrible knees, their terrible claws and rolled their terrible eyes!

Taken from Government advice to parents
What should I do if my child has COVID-19 symptoms?
If your child has any of the main COVID-19 symptoms (a high temperature, a new
continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste), they should not attend
school and should stay at home. You should arrange for them to get a PCR test and tell
your child’s school the test results. Your child should not attend school while you are
waiting for test results, even if they are feeling better. If the test is negative, they should
go to school as normal. If they test positive, they should continue to isolate and follow
public health advice.
What happens if my child has been in contact with someone with COVID-19
symptoms?
If your child has been identified as a close contact, you will be advised that your child
takes a PCR test. They will not have to self-isolate unless they have a positive PCR test
result.
For further information and guidance:
• To find out more about what to expect when pupils return to school in September,
visit: www.gov.uk/backtoschool
• How to order a rapid COVID-19 test for asymptomatic testing: https://maps.testand-trace.nhs.uk
• How to report your rapid COVID-19 test results: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19result or call 119 (free from mobile or landline)
• How to order a PCR test if you or your child has COVID-19 symptoms:
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

