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Headteacher’s Thoughts
Today, we said our farewell and good luck to Teresa as she leaves us after 20 years at
Ducklington School – sadly with our risk assessment it was not possible for the whole
school to come together to thank her for all the hard work and dedication, however we all
joined a virtual assembly with all the classes presenting their special cards. I would
personally like to thank Teresa for the support over the last year as I have been able to
draw on her knowledge of the school and all its various challenges. We will miss you
Teresa!
Bikeability carried on this week for the second group of Year 6s, you may have spotted
them around Ducklington developing their cycling skills. Well done to all the children
that were able to take part and thank you to the Windrush team.
We are planning to run our Parents Evenings virtually again for this term and re-assess
the situation in the following term. The plan this term, will be that Ducklings and Owls
will have their evenings on the 19th / 20th October and the other classes will be on 9th /
10th November. These meetings are a chance to find out how your child has settled in to
their new class. Further details will follow shortly.
As a reminder: As last year, Harvest Festival is not possible in the traditional sense, we
will have a shortened version on the 5th October virtually in school – see the photos
below of Ducklings and Owls preparation for our service. This year, we are going to
collect donations to support the Witney Food Bank. Please bring your donations on the
5th October only. Please note that the charity can't accept any perishable food but
welcomes any donations of tinned foodstuff, dry foods (e.g., rice or pasta) and day-to-day
provisions such as jam, tea or instant coffee. Thank you
Mr. Leigh
Our Christian Value for this
half term is:

Respect

Future Diary Dates.
Tuesday 5th October – Harvest Festival (in school)

We will be learning about respect for
people because you admire something
about them respect for other people’s
feelings, wishes and rights as well as
respect for the environment. We will
learn that we can’t expect to be
respected unless we show respect.

Tuesday 19th / Wednesday 20th October –
Ducklings and Owls Virtual Parents Evenings

‘So, whatever you wish that others
would do to you, do also to them’
Matthew 7:12

Monday 1st November – Start of Term 2

Thursday 21st October – 3:05pm – End of Term 1
Friday 22nd October – INSET day

Achievements Assembly
A big well done to the children mentioned in our achievement assembly this week.
Cygnets:
Jack Tollett
Ducklings
Freddie Fowler, Darcy Mittell
Owls:
Esmae Woodley, Freya Wootton
Mandarins:
Leo Newman, Nataniel Wojnowski
Eagles:
Sam Oxspring, Owen Rogers
Robins:
Benjamin Almgill
Kingfishers:
Ethan Cook, Ella Hale
Red Kites:
Archie Fisher, Connie Baston
COVID reporting
Although, this year schools are not responsible for track and tracing of classes etc. – it
would be useful to know if children have been close contacts of a COVID case and details
of their subsequent PCR test for our records
Around the School
Nursery have been busy planting this week, after reading the storybook 'Errol's garden' by
Gillian Hibbs. The children planted some radish seeds in individual pots. They were
excited to check on their growth in nursery before taking them home. We also planted
some cyclamen and heathers to look after and enjoy in the nursery playground.

Ducklings have had another fantastic week and are really working well together. They
have continued to use the resources independently and their imagination whilst exploring
and socialising well together. We have also been busy learning to use programmable toys
and maths resources. Ducklings class have been practising their number formation. For
this, we rolled out a big piece of paper and all wrote numbers on it together! They all liked
this activity. We are enjoying disco dough, which also involves listening to and following
instructions. A highlight of the week was singing ring games and action number songs
outside.

Reception and Year 1 have been learning about harvest and the job of a farmer. We acted
out the story of harvest. We have been singing some harvest songs, which the children
have really enjoyed performing together.

Year 2 have been using drama to think about examples of being kind in school and at
home. Here are some of their examples; holding the door open, helping a friend who is
hurt, listening to each other, tidying up and hoovering!

Taken from Government advice to parents
What should I do if my child has COVID-19 symptoms?
If your child has any of the main COVID-19 symptoms (a high temperature, a new
continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste), they should not attend
school and should stay at home. You should arrange for them to get a PCR test and tell
your child’s school the test results. Your child should not attend school while you are
waiting for test results, even if they are feeling better. If the test is negative, they should
go to school as normal. If they test positive, they should continue to isolate and follow
public health advice.
What happens if my child has been in contact with someone with COVID-19
symptoms?
If your child has been identified as a close contact, you will be advised that your child
takes a PCR test. They will not have to self-isolate unless they have a positive PCR test
result.
Will my child be vaccinated?
Children at primary school are not being offered the vaccine. Only young people aged 16 to
17 have currently been offered the vaccine, as well as children aged 12 to 15 with specific
underlying health conditions or who live with others at increased risk of getting seriously
ill from COVID-19 are now also eligible for the vaccine. All school staff have now been
offered the vaccine.
For further information and guidance:
• To find out more about what to expect when pupils return to school in September,
visit: www.gov.uk/backtoschool
• How to order a rapid COVID-19 test for asymptomatic testing: https://maps.testand-trace.nhs.uk
• How to report your rapid COVID-19 test results: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19result or call 119 (free from mobile or landline)
• How to order a PCR test if you or your child has COVID-19 symptoms:
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

