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Headteacher’s Thoughts
It is hard to believe that we are approaching the final week of term but here we are.
Just to highlight that school closes at 1:30pm next Friday.
Next Thursday is our Christmas Jumper day, which is just for fun. This will also be our
school Christmas lunch – which I always look forward to. Finally, to add to the
excitement, FODS have, once again, very generously paid for us to go to the Pantomime
(oh no they haven’t!) well in our own classrooms via a specially prepared performance on
our screens. After the disappointment last week of not being able to attend the
pantomime at Chipping Norton – FODS have worked hard to get this organised for us which is brilliant.
Continuing with the FODS theme – please look out for the FODS news items further
down this email for your information. Please do consider putting yourself forward to be
the Chair of this amazing group to continue the work to support us here at school. I
would like to thank Carla Timms for her work as chair over my time here, which I know
has had the added challenge of raising money without being able to gather groups of
people together.
I have been asked by the church to let everyone know, if you were planning to attend the
Messy Church session this evening, sadly it has been cancelled.
Please could I remind everyone that if your child develops any of the symptoms of
COVID even if they are mild, we will need a PCR test to be completed, the advice is still
that the Lateral Flow tests can be a good guide as well as monitoring test, however we
will need a confirmation PCR if any symptoms develop, or the LFD is positive. Thank
you for your support in this.
Mr. Leigh
Our Christian Value for this
half term is:

Forgiveness
We will be thinking about how
important it is to forgive people who
upset us and how we need to say sorry
if we do things to hurt others. We will
be learning about how Jesus is a great
inspiration to Christians to forgive
others. We will also think about God's
all-forgiving love.
“Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive
everyone who sins against us.”
Luke 11:4

Future Diary Dates.
Thursday 16th December – Christmas lunch and
jumper day
Friday 17th December – 1:30pm End of term.
Tuesday 4th January 2022 – INSET day
Wednesday 5th January – Spring Term starts

Achievements Assembly
A big well done to the children mentioned in our achievement assembly this week.
Cygnets:
Rosemary Stuart
Ducklings
Ariana Cook, Freddie Fowler
Owls:
Harry Aust, Theo Baldwin
Mandarins:
Noah Greenall, Loki Silvester
Eagles:
Ryan Mitchell, Matthew Horey
Robins:
Sophie Day, Olivia Mason
Kingfishers:
Daniel Lishman, Nenny Kominek
Red Kites:
Lola Holifield

FODS News
Halloween Hunt
It seems so long ago now but our first treasure hunt was a great success. We raised a
brilliant £206.02 which is a great amount, hopefully next year it will be bigger and better.
Christmas Wishing Tree
Thank you so much for all your support with the Christmas Tree. I decorated the tree
yesterday and the decorations look amazing and some really wonderful wishes for 2022
are now proudly displayed. Next week we will share some pictures.
Chair News
I have had to make a really difficult decision to resign from my role as Chair, a new role at
work is beckoning and I sadly can’t manage both. I have genuinely made friends for life
and it’s a great way to feel involved with school. It means as of February FoDS will need
a new chair/trustee to continue. Now it could be a joint role if two people would like to
share the work? Or someone keen to raise vital funds and learn new skills?
Sadly if no one steps forward it will mean that the charity will have to cease and there will
be no more funds raised, which is not what I’m sure any of us want to happen.
Please contact chairfods@hotmail.com if you want to discuss anything or nominate
yourself. Nominations will be open until the 17th January. A committee EGM meeting will
take place on 18th January where we will decide the future for the charity.
Thank you
Carla
Have a wonderful Christmas everyone.
Around the School
Nursery have been very busy getting ready for Christmas over the last few weeks. We
have made salt dough Christmas decorations, Christingles, Christmas cards, Christmas
wreaths and performing our Christingle performance which we hope you will enjoy
watching. Today children's Authors Adam and Charlotte Guillain came and performed a
magical Christmas storytelling session for the Nursery children. They met George the
puppet from the story 'Socks for Santa'. The children listened beautifully to the stories
and joined in with enthusiasm to some story telling with actions. They also enjoyed
singing along to Adam's guitar at the end.

Ducklings News
Over this term, we have learnt about different ways that people celebrate various events.
Recently we have been learning about Hanukah, the Jewish festival of lights. Some
children chose to make a Menorah.

Year 1
This term Year 1 have enjoyed their Forest School sessions – thank you to Mrs Mortimer
for organising our sessions. Here are some photos from our final session.

Year 3
Eagles are feeling festive with fractions – I wonder what fractions of baubles you can spot?

Reading Challenge from the Library Service
We’d like to share with you details of The Reading Agency’s Winter Mini Challenge, a
follow-up to their Summer Reading Challenge, which many of your children will have
enjoyed. Once again, they are in partnership with the Worldwide Fund for Nature.
Challenge dates: Wednesday 1st December 2021 - Sunday 16th January 2022

To take part in the challenge, children simply choose a reading goal, choose any number of
books, eBooks and audiobooks, then rate and review them online.
Books added to the website during the six-week Mini Challenge period will count towards
unlocking rewards including a virtual badge and certificate. The website will also feature
games, reading activities and book reviews.
More information can be found at www.wintermini.org.uk

‘MESSY DUCKS/CHURCH’ IS BACK!
FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2021
3.20-5.00PM
IN ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH, DUCKLINGTON.

COME AND JOIN US FOR CRAFTS, ACTIVITIES, MUSIC AND
REFRESHMENTS.
ALL AGES ARE WELCOME
BUT CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.
TEA, COFFEE, SQUASH AND CAKES WILL BE AVAILABLE.

Just a reminder:
‘Messy Ducks/Church’ is:
• A form of church for children and adults that involves creativity, celebration
and hospitality.
• It meets at a time (and sometimes in a place) that suits people who don't
necessarily belong to church.
• It typically includes a welcome, a creative time to explore the biblical theme
through getting messy; a short celebration time involving story, prayer, song,

Message from West Oxfordshire District Council
Can you find Al the elf?
One of Santa’s elves, Al, has left the North Pole, and is hiding out in West Oxfordshire!
Santa needs him back because he is the chief present maker! Can you help?
West Oxfordshire District Council are inviting parents and children to track down one of
Santa’s elves for a chance to win a prize. Al can be found in Witney, Carterton, and
Chipping Norton.
Go to www.westoxon.gov.uk/loyalfree for more information or just scan the QR code when
you spot this cheeky elf.

