
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery  
Summer Term 

 
Here are some of the things we 

will be learning to do… 

Personal, Social and Emotional: 
* Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. 
Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them. 
* Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas 
such as pet role play and Vets. 
* Understand gradually how others might be feeling, including what could they do 
to help the pet feel safe and happy. 
* Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community, by 
exploring local animal charities or animal shelters.  

Physical Development: 
* Use a comfortable grip with good control 
when holding pens and pencils. 
* Choose the right resources to carry out their 
own plan. For example, choosing a spade to 
enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel. 
* Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, 
using alternate feet. 
* Continue to develop their movement, 
balancing, riding (scooters, bikes, trikes) and 
ball skills.  
* Increasingly be able to use and remember 
sequences and patterns of movements which 
are related to music and rhythm, including 
moving around a large space like a pet. 
* Use large-muscle movements to make marks, 
such as using chalk or water to draw or trace 
over outlines of different pets on the ground 
outside. 

Communication & Language: 
* Understand a question or instruction that has two 
parts. 
* Enjoy listening to longer stories and can 
remember much of what happens. 

* Develop their pronunciation and use a wider range 
of vocabulary, such as the different types of pets 
and adjectives. 

* Use longer sentences of four to six words, such as 
a describing game using photos of the children’s 
pets.  
* Develop their communication, working on tenses 
and plurals. 
* Be able to express a point of view and to debate 
when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using 
words as well as actions. 

Literacy: 
* Engage in extended conversations about 
stories, learning new vocabulary. (‘The 
Great Pet sale’ by Mick Inkpen, ‘Six Dinner 
Sid’ by Inga Moore, ‘Not Norman: ‘A 
Goldfish Story’ by Kelly Bennett, ‘Hooray 
for birds’ by Lucy Cousins and ‘Hairy 
Maclary Rumpus at the Vets’ By Lynley 
Dodd). 
* Use some of their print and letter 
knowledge in their early writing. (write 
lists of animals in a pet shop). 
* Write some letters accurately and write 
some or all of their name. 
* Develop their phonological awareness 
(rhyme, count syllables, initial sounds).  

Maths:  
* Recite numbers past 5. 
* Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. 
* Solve real world mathematical 
problems with numbers up to 5. 
* Experiment with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. 
* Understand position through words alone 
* Discuss routes and locations, using words 
like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 
* Extend and create ABAB patterns with 
coloured pawprints. 
* Notice and correct an error in a 
repeating pattern. 
 

Understanding the World: 
* Explore and talk about different forces they 
can feel such as magnetism by play a pet-
themed game.  
* Show interest in different occupations, such 
as a Vet. 
* Begin to understand the need to respect and 
care for the natural environment and all living 
things at Forest school. 
 
R.E: 
* Talk about being kind. 
* Talk about making good choices. 
Values for the Summer terms –  
 

Expressive Arts & Design: 
* Select and use tools for a purpose eg: 
model making or sticking. 
* Explore mixing colours and which 
colours they can mix to match their pets. 
* Make imaginative and complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, 
such as a city with different buildings 
and a park. 
* Recreate the song ‘Old MacDonald Had 

a Farm’, replacing the farm animals with 
pet sounds. 
* Vet/Pet role play. 
* Share photos of their pets and use 
pencils/crayons to draw pictures of their 
pets with increasing detail. 


