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  Friday 29th April 2022 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 5 and 6!  
 
We hope you have had a lovely Easter holiday, enjoying some of the lovely weather that we have 
been having; it was a treat to see so much sun! We are looking forward to teaching your lovely 
children for the rest of this year and are expecting the class to be as enthusiastic about their 
learning as they have been throughout our previous terms! They really enjoy learning new topics 
so let’s hope that they enjoy our new activities planned for these terms too! 
 
You will find lots of information about the next two terms content on our class topic web, it 
explains what texts we are using and what we are planning to cover. We are always excited by 
the ideas that the children have for their learning and as you would expect, are happy to adapt 
and enhance our plans with the children’s own input and ideas as the terms progress!  
 
During this year our aim has been to make the transition from Reception to Key Stage One as 
smooth and enjoyable as possible for the children. We will continue to provide this nurture, 
structure and lesson delivery in order to engage the children as fully as possible. The children 
have settled well into the routines of Year 1 and we hope they continue to enjoy the learning 
environment that they have grown into.  
 
Here are just a few reminders: 
 
Hot Weather 
Please ensure that your child has a sun hat, fresh water and named sun cream which they are 
able to apply on their own.  
 
PE 
Please ensure all PE kits are in school on Monday and taken home on Friday just in case of any 
timetable changes. If your child has pierced ears, they must be able to take out earrings on 
their own as teachers are unable to assist them. If they cannot, they will not be able to take 
part in PE. Please refer to the uniform policy for details.  
 
Water  
Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in school every day. With the warmer 
weather it is important that your child is able to stay hydrated and their own water bottler 
makes this easier for them to do. Fruit juice or squash is not permitted but feel free to pop a 
slice of fruit in!   
 
 



  
 

Sweatshirts  
We find at this time of year with the warmer weather, sweat shirts get removed and children 
forget where they have left them! We are aware that this can cause difficulty to parents and 
carers, so please can we request that they are named in some way. This makes our job of 
retrieval much easier as we can identify the item by the name rather than by a process of 
elimination, which as you can imagine takes a bit of time with a lot of similar navy blue 
sweatshirts! Please be assured that we do remind the class to be mindful of where they take off 
their sweatshirts and do try and reunite them with their owners as soon as they are found! 
 
Play time snack 
Year 1 will still receive free government fruit each day. We eat this in the afternoons as part of 
story time. Please provide your child with a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable – named or in a 
named bag/plastic tub and they will eat this at morning break.  
 
Milk: Milk must be ordered through Cool Milk by yourself if you wish for your child to receive it. 
We are provided with a list of children from Cool Milk who should be receiving milk each day. If 
your child is on this list, they may choose to drink this at morning break or with their afternoon 
snack.  
 
Medication  
If your child uses an inhaler, please ensure that you bring it to the school office in a named 
container along with the prescription requirements – please ask the office for a form to 
complete and sign.    
  
Reading 
It continues to be really important to read with your year 1 child each day if possible. It does 
not need to be for too long, 10 minutes would be great as it will help continue to foster and 
maintain their interest in reading. We do hope that you are enjoying sharing the new Rocket 
Phonics e-books with your child at home. We often spend time in school on one of the texts 
uploaded for home use, in order to help the children become familiar with the text and aware of 
how the alternative pronunciation of different sounds can be pronounced. We would also 
encourage your child to read an uploaded text more than once at home. This helps your child 
practise their decoding skills and as we know, practise is really helpful at embedding a skill. In 
school, we will continue to teach phonics and reading skills so that as the year continues, we will 
aim to help your child to become a more confident and fluent reader.  
 
Book Bags:  
Please send your child in with their book bag every day. Even though we now have the e-books 
accessible at home, we will still like to read the shared book with your child during the week. 
This means that we can check that your child has the correct sharing book from the book box 
as they continue to develop as a reader. Due to the limited space in our cloakrooms, please could 
you continue to limit the size of rucksacks and bags that your child brings to school. Thank you. 
 
Phonics  
Children continue to be taught phonics every day – this is where they will learn new sounds and 
continue to practice ones that they have met before. Phonics is an important tool for the 
children to use in decoding unfamiliar words in their reading and to help them as they build 
words within their writing. As the children become more confident in their use of phonics, we 
will start to look at the effects of different word building conventions and ‘rules’ which they can 
use to help them as they start to write with more adventurous word choices. This is usually an 



  
 

area that the children relish because they start to see the way these ‘rules’ help with both their 
reading and their spelling. 
 
Home learning: 
In year 1 home learning is predominantly reading. It is really helpful to read and share books 
with your child and chat about what is going on in the text as mentioned above! 
 
Forest School 
Forest School commences again this term. Miss Mortimer will already have been in touch about 
this with further information. We still have a good collection of boots on the trolley from our 
previous visits to Forest School so hopefully they will be ready for use when we begin our 
sessions! 

Communication to your class teacher 
Please email the office if you have any questions or concerns and this will be passed onto us and 
we will respond via this email. Obviously, with information regarding, absence and changes to 
pick arrangements please continue to inform the school office. 
 
Wow Moments  
We will be carrying on with the WOW! board which continues to be a great place to celebrate 
our classes achievements out of school! We really enjoy seeing and celebrating what children 
achieve! 
 
Please feel free to email us photos that we can share of your child’s achievements or just let us 
know that your child has some exciting news to share with the class. Either way, we love to hear 
what your child has been engaged in outside of school! 
 
If you have any questions about Year 1, please do not hesitate to email us. We are really looking 
forward to the summer term teaching your children and are eager to see how they continue on 
their learning journey with us! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Ms Butt, Miss Stephens and Mrs Coombe  

 


