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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Summer Term 2022 

I hope that you all had a lovely Easter holiday! 

This term, we are learning about The Ancient Maya Civilisation in our topic work.  This 
civilisation formed thousands of years ago which gives it a fascinating edge. We will be 
looking at a range of sources to get to know them, studying their unique writing styles, 
learning about their farming techniques and looking at what everyday life was like for 
them amongst other things. 

Communication 

As always, please let us know of anything that you feel is important (or just to share 
something!) by using the office email as a form of communication.  

Home learning 

It is really important that the children continue with their reading at home and 
practise their times tables up to 12x via Times Table Rockstars. These are such 
important skills that they should feel confident with in the classroom to help with their 
learning. 

P.E 

Our P.E lessons are still continuing every week so please ensure that the children bring 
their P.E kits in with them on Monday to be taken home on the Friday. The P.E kit is the 
only suitable form of clothing during exercise and also during the Summer term where 
weather is (hopefully!) hotter and sunnier.  

PSHE 

During the Summer Term, our weekly PSHE lessons will be covering two main topics: 
“Relationships” and “Changing Me”.  For the Relationships unit, as children become more 
exposed to devices and the online world as a form of communication, the focus will be 
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on online communities as well as how children can navigate these safely and responsibly. 
This will range from what rights and responsibilities the children have when online (for 
example, whether it is just by browsing the internet or playing an online game with 
others), how they can recognise if they feel unsafe as well as what to do about it and 
how to reduce screen-time. 

For the “Changing Me” unit, the focus will be on teaching Year 5 how girls’ and boys’ 
bodies change with age. It will focus firstly on the concept of self-esteem and how we 
view ourselves before looking at the changes boys and girls will experience, the key 
terminology associated with these changes and the importance of looking after 
ourselves physically and emotionally. The unit will then move on to how babies develop 
during pregnancy, what physical attraction is and how this can result in relationships. 

This is all with a view to raise the children’s awareness of very important and relevant 
topics that will come up in their lives.  

Forest School (one off session for the Summer term) 

In response to requests from the children, we have arranged a one-off Forest School 
session for them in term 6!  

Year 5 will accompany year 2 to Forest School on the afternoon of Monday 27th June. 

Please ensure your child wears LONG sleeved tops and TROUSERS this helps protect 
your child from scratches and stings as well as the weather. Tracksuit bottoms and 
sweatshirts/fleeces are ideal forest school clothes. Waterproofs can be worn as 
required depending on the weather. Outdoor footwear should be worn.  

We provide hot chocolate, biscuits and a variety of squashes each session to ensure we 
keep warm and have enough energy as Forest School involves lots of physical exercise. 
Please let us know of any changes to your child’s dietary and medical requirements if 
they arise. 
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Book recommendations 

Some good books that are closely linked to our topic: 

 The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry 
 Middleworld by J&P Voelkel 
 The Chocolate Tree: A Mayan Folktale by Linda Lowery 
 The Hero Twins: Against the Lords of Death by Dan Jolley 

 

Oxfordshire book awards recommends: 

 The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Q. Rave 
 Me, My Dad And The End Of The Rainbow by Benjamin Dean 
 Darwin’s Dragons Lindsay Galvin 
 The Last Bear by Hannah Gold 
 VI SPY by Maz Evans 

If there is anything you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to make contact 
through the school office. 

Yours sincerely, 

Charlie Weekes and Stephanie Prior 

 


