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September 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well, what challenges await us this year? Just when we thought the chaos of Covid had 
died down, we were met with unprecedented heat at the end of the final term! 
We really hope that you all managed to have a wonderful summer and had the chance to 
make the most of the dry weather.  
Another academic year is upon us and we are hugely excited to share all the adventures 
this will bring with our new class. We hope that they are ready to learn and keen to make 
the most of every opportunity that comes their way.  
 
Useful information 
 
Organisation: Mrs Harris will be teaching all day Mondays and Tuesdays and Wednesday 
mornings. Mrs Panter will teach Wednesday afternoons and all-day Thursdays and Fridays.   
Although we teach separately, we are in constant communication throughout the week to 
ensure that we are both fully aware of what is happening in class. 
Our class TA will be Ms Houston.  
 
Communication: Every child will be given a new reading record. These are to be used for 
two things: to record when they have read (see further details on this below) and as a 
form of communication between yourselves and us. There is space each week for you to 
write a note should you have any information that you need to pass on. The children will be 
taught an easy system in class that allows us to know that there is a message that we need 
to see.     Alternatively, you may wish to contact us via the office email: 
office3122@ducklington.oxon.sch.uk   We will try to respond as soon as we can, but please 
be aware that this may not be on the same day due to teaching commitments. 
 
SATS: There, we’ve said it! They made their return this year and we are certain that our 
new Year 6s will rise to the challenge of achieving their very best.  
We will hold a meeting to answer any questions you may have about what the tests involve. 
Please see ‘Dates for your diary’. 
 
Homework: There are weekly tasks that are set on Teams which usually consolidate what 
we have done in class that week. We would very much appreciate your support in 



  
 
encouraging your child to complete their homework. It sets them up brilliantly for 
secondary school and effort is always rewarded. Feedback is given on Teams that the 
children can read and you may like to take a look too!    Full guidance will be given prior to 
the first homework set for this year and each week Mrs Harris will go through what has 
been set with the class as a whole. 
 
Reading: Please encourage your child to continue to read at home, about fifteen minutes 
each day. As homework, children are expected to make at least four entries into their 
reading record. Should they achieve this, they will be rewarded with a star on their 
bookmark. Once complete, they will receive a small prize. 
 
Children are welcome to bring in books to read from home, however, our shelves are full of 
brilliant books that we would recommend to all, so please don’t feel that it is necessary to 
bring their own. We encourage the children to read a variety of texts throughout the year 
and welcome both fiction and non-fiction books.  
 
The Pioneer: Excitement will build as we move closer to March next year as we will be off 
to The Pioneer Centre, Shropshire, for our five-day residential. It is always the highlight 
of the year, both for the children and us (!), and we love how fears are faced, friendships 
made and independence gained.   If you missed the information meeting earlier this year 
and have questions that need answering, do please get in touch with one of us. 
 
PE: The children will need a full PE kit in school on Mondays and Thursdays and this will 
then come home for washing every Friday. No jewellery should be worn during lessons – 
please ensure that earrings, if they cannot be removed, are covered with surgical tape. 
Lessons are most likely to be outdoors, and therefore children will need an extra layer or 
jogging bottoms instead of shorts. Trainers are essential, as is a bag to keep them in - 
they can get very muddy! 
 

Swimming will take place on Monday afternoons until October half-term. 
 

History: As Historians, we will use a range of sources to find out about the life and 
achievements of the Ancient Greeks. Through our investigations we will find out about the 
city states of Athens and Sparta, warfare and seamanship, everyday life, beliefs, culture, 
and through Greek mythology, some of the key events and individuals from this period. We 
will consider the continuing legacy of the Ancient Greeks through exploring their influence 
on architecture, government and the Olympic Games.  
 
Term 1 & 2 RSHE Content for Year Six:  As we communicated in our Relationships, 
Health and Sex Education consultation, we will be keeping you regularly informed about 
content to be taught in the term ahead.  
 
This term, your child will have the following Jigsaw topics: 
 



  
 
Term 

1 
 
 

Term 
2 

Being Me in My World- identifying goals for the year, global citizenship, children’s 
universal rights, feeling welcome and valued, choices, consequences and rewards, 
group dynaics, democracy, having a voice, anti-social behaviour, role-modelling 
 
Celebrating Difference- perceptions of normality, understanding disability, power 
struggles, understanding bullying, inclusion/exclusion, differences as conflict, 
difference as celebration, empathy 

 
The vocabulary used will be: 
Term 1 Goals Worries Fears Value Welcome Choice Ghana West Africa Cocoa 

plantation Cocoa pods Machete Rights Community Education Wants Needs 
Maslow Empathy Comparison Opportunities Education Choices Behaviour 
Rights Responsibilities Rewards Consequences Empathise Learning-Charter 
Obstacles Cooperation Collaboration Legal Illegal Lawful Laws Participation 
Motivation Democracy Decision Proud 

Term 2 Normal Ability Disability Visual impairment Empathy Perception Medication 
Vision Blind Male Female Diversity Transgender Gender diversity Courage 
Fairness Rights Responsibilities Power Struggle Imbalance Control 
Harassment Bullying  
Bullying behaviour Direct Indirect Argument Recipient Para Olympian 
Achievement Accolade Disability Sport Perseverance Admiration Stamina 
Celebration Difference Conflict 

 

Please see the RHSE curriculum page of our school website for further information. 
 

Dates for your diary: 
 

21st/22nd September and 28th/29th – Bikeability (Details to follow) 
 
Monday 7th November – SATs Information Meeting (Details to follow) 
 
Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th October – Parent/teacher meetings 
 

Pioneer Residential- Monday 13th March – Friday 17th March 
 

SATS WEEK  - Monday 8th May – Thursday 11th May  
 

Year 6 is such a busy year, with lots of wonderful things taking place. We are looking 
forward to making lots of happy memories with your child during their final year at 
primary school.  
 

Should you have any questions or concerns about the forthcoming term, please do get in 
touch. 
 
With very best wishes, 
Mrs Harris, Mrs Panter and Ms Houston         


