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Dare  Discover  Do 

Our Christian Value for this 

half term is:   
 

Co-operation  
 

 

 We will be thinking this term 

about the secret of good 

cooperation and how we can work 

together. 
 

“Christ is like a single body, 

which has many parts; it is still 

one body, even though it is made 

up of different parts."    
 1 Corinthians 12 12 

 
 

DUCKLINGTON 

C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Tel. (01993) 703651    Website: https://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/ 

 

Headteacher:  Mr R. Leigh     Chair of Governors:  Mrs D Rose 

Headteacher’s Thoughts   
Next Tuesday, the Christmas festivities begin firstly with the KS1’s Christmas Story at 9:45am 

in the church.  Later, will be Reception’s Forest school Nativity at 2pm held in the Forest school 

area.   

Finally, at 5pm, we have the KS2 Carol Service.  We would ask that the children wear their 

school uniform for the service, however as in pre Covid times, the children will sit with their 

parents, so they are able to share the experience together.  During the carol service, there will be 

readings, carols, as well as songs from the Choir.  

Parents are welcome to attend these events, however, due to numbers, we are asking that we 

restrict attendance to two adults per child – thank you.   I am looking forward to these and hope 

to see you there.   

 

There has been much excitement about a 3D printer which has been on loan to us for a few days 

– look out for the photos below. There is also some information about our hope to buy a 3D 

printer for the school. Please do have a read and help where you can.    

 

Thinking ahead, you will have read in the news about the additional Bank Holiday for the Kings 

Coronation next May.   Therefore, to confirm that the school will be closed for this Bank Holiday 

on 8th May 2023.  This will also mean that the Y6 SATS will now be from Tuesday 9th May to 

Friday 12th May.       Mr. Leigh 

Future Diary Dates. 

Monday 5th December – 5pm & 6pm Governors  

    meetings 

Tuesday 6th December - Nativities and KS2 Carol  

  Service  

Wednesday 7th/Thursday 8th December – Year 4  

   Parents Evening   

Tuesday 13th / Wednesday 14th December –  

            Pantomime visits (please refer to recent letter) 

Thursday 15th December – Christmas Jumpers and  

     Lunch  

Friday 16th December – End of Term – 1:30pm  
 

Wednesday 4th January 2023 – INSET day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements Assembly  
A big well done to the children mentioned in our achievement assembly this week. 

Cygnets:           Toby Cross 

Ducklings          Remi Howard, Isabella Attwater 

Owls:           Toby Hemming, Jack Mason 

Mandarins:          Ibbie Wright, Harry  

Eagles:           Samuel Hale 

Robins:              Rosie Tollett 

Kingfishers:        Esmae Hornsby 

Red Kites:          Indi Cross 

 

https://ducklington.oxon.sch.uk/


The 3D printer is up and running! 

As many of you may have heard on the school grapevine, we are lucky enough to have a 

3D printer on loan for a few weeks.  Five 3D printing machines are being loaned out to 20 

Primary Schools across the UK in 2022 and we are fortunate to be one of them thanks to 

the Design Technology Association and Create Education who are supporting the scheme.  

Children in years 3 and 5 are having lessons in using Tinkercad and Ultimaker Cura to 

use the 3D printer and we are all on a steep learning curve to maximise its potential! 

Breakfast Club, Years 1 and 2 were shown the printer in action yesterday and came away 

inspired and full of awe! We have started making all sorts of things including snowflake 

tree decorations which we would hope to sell at the end of term. 
 

It is essential to curriculum development that pupils are offered the opportunity to 

experience the technologies of the future. These machines are highly familiar within 

secondary schools and beyond and by adding this at a primary level we are offering an 

advantage to our pupils as they progress with their schooling. 
 

We would LOVE to be able to buy our own so that this work can continue and our 

fundraising is already underway! Year five children have written letters approaching 

companies for financial support and we would love your help too please.  If you are able to 

support our fundraising to buy our own 3D printer in the future then any donations would 

be hugely appreciated via parentpay.  If you work for a company that you think could 

possibly financially assist then please let us know so that we can send one of our letters! 

If you are interested in seeing the printer in action then we will have it up and running 

after school next week in the school hall so please do pop in. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

     
 

       
Year 1 and 3 trying their designs on the 3D printer.  



Around the School  
 

Yesterday, Breakfast club had the fun of putting up our Christmas tree – a great way to 

start your Thursday!  

 

   
 

 
 

In Reception, we have been sharing “The Gruffalo story” this week. Here are some 

activities that we have enjoyed. A favourite was making Gruffalo Crumble Cakes and 

sharing our Gruffalo storysack. We have also borrowed a selection of books from Witney 

Library which the children were delighted with and were quick to want to share. Lots of 

maths language that the children have learnt this term evolved from our activities as well.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sports News 

   
Girls U-11 Football league final   

It was a cold and still afternoon at the Witney ATP, Tuesday 29th November. We turned 

up, eager and excited to play Madley in the final (a replay of a group game, which we won 

3-1).   

 

We knew Madley would be out for revenge after their loss to us last term, but we knew we 

had it in us to go on and complete our unbeaten season. We lined up with Bea in between 

the sticks, as our reliable goalkeeper. Poppy and Isla in defence, solid as a brick wall. 

Amelie, Deya and Jaeger in our midfield, a mixture of creativity, resilience and 

persistence. Tilly in attack with her snarly attitude and always determined to make runs 

and support. Last but not least, the super sub trio of Eleanor, Immie and Lily whose fresh 

legs and willingness to leave everything on the pitch was vital.   

 

The game kicked off. It was a strong start by Ducklington. We controlled the possession 

from the get go, playing direct and accurate passes whilst also making fast, jinking runs. 

Unfortunately, throughout the first half, even though we were in control, we were unable 

to break the deadlock. We finished the half 0-0. After a quick team talk where we tried to 

warm up from the elements. With our new match plan in order, we were quick out the 

stocks at kick off. With our midfield and forwards pressing from the front and our defence 

continuing to keep any attacks out, we started to look more threatening.   

Soon, the pressure was too much for Madley. Jaeger had a shot on goal which was able to 

sneak its way over the line. 1-0 Duck!   

 

We were keen not to lose our lead, so we threw everything we had at Madley. After 

applying even more pressure on the Madley defence, the ball pinballed its way around 

their box and Tilly was able to slot home our second goal. 2-0 Duck!   

 

However, sooner or later we knew a Madley come back was going to be on the cards. They 

fought hard to come back. After a few minutes of solid defence, we were being hassled on 

the ball and unfortunately, we conceded. 2-1 Duck.   

 

We had two minutes of normal time to play. If we conceded it would go down to penalties. 

The nerves were kicking in, the special occasion was getting to us. Finally, we were away, 

running down the wing, only a few seconds left on the clock. We were able to get a shot 

away and … it became 3-1.   

 



The whistle went and we were the champions. Our group of girls had pulled it together 

and went above and beyond any medium level output. Instead, saving the best 

performance as a team for their last game.   

Well done to the newly crowned, U-11 Girls league champions.   

 

 
The second photograph shows our team for the U11 Mixed football tournament held at 

Hailey Primary School on Tuesday.    There were six teams taking part and our team 

came third overall.   Well done to the team for their efforts – Mrs Harris was impressed 

with their determination and skill.   

 

Church News  

 

Christmas Crafts – 9 December 2022. 

3.30-5.30pm in St Bartholomew’s Church 

  

You are invited to join us in church to enjoy making some decorations for Christmas. Our 

session will have the theme of ‘Angels’. It will include a range of craft activities for 

everyone to enjoy, music, singing, stories and prayers and, most importantly of course, a 

tea of sandwiches and cakes! 

  

Please bring your children along and stay with them during the session. Tea and coffee 

will be available. 

  

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Very best wishes from everyone at St Bartholomew’s  

 

Crib Service  4pm in St Bartholomew’s Church 

 

All are welcome to the Crib Service in Church at 4pm on Christmas Eve.  A special service 

to prepare for the excitement of the following day.   



 
 

Request from the Witney Baby Bank 

As anticipated, with the national cost of living crisis, this year we have received an 

unprecedented number of requests for support, should you be willing and able to support 

this years appeal, please follow the information below to donate gifts.   Thank you  

 

        


