
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nursery  

Spring Term 

 
Here are some of the things we 

will be learning about… 

Personal, Social and Emotional: 
* Embed the classroom rules and expectations. 
* Play with one or more other children, extending 
and elaborating play ideas. 
* Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries through 
games. 
* Understand gradually how others might be feeling.                                                                            
* Learning how to look after ourselves in the winter 
weather - Be increasingly independent in meeting 
their own care needs. 
* Be increasingly independent in meeting their own 
care needs, e.g. using the toilet, washing and drying 
their hands thoroughly.  
* Select and use activities and resources with help 
when needed.  

Physical Development: 
* Use one-handed tools and equipment, for 
example, making snips in paper with scissors. 
* Show a preference for a dominant hand. 
* Use a comfortable grip with good control 
when holding pens and pencils. 
* Continue to develop their movement, 
balancing, riding (scooters, bikes, trikes) and 
ball skills.                                                                                             
* Collaborate with others to manage large 
items, such as moving a long plank.                                      
*Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose 
for a game like musical statues. 

Communication & Language: 
* Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.  * Enjoy listening to 
longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 

* Ice exploration - Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why has the ice melted?”. 
* Winter items discussion. 
* Treasures stuck in ice activity - Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 
* Knows many rhymes, able to talk about familiar books and tell a long 
story. 
 

Literacy: 
* Use some of their print and letter knowledge 
in their early writing. For example: writing a 
pretend shopping list that starts at the top of 
the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy. 
* Recognising and writing own name. 
* Engage in extended conversations about 
stories, learning new vocabulary. (One Snowy 
Night’ by Nick Butterworth Focus and ‘Snowball’ 
by Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet.) 
 

Maths:  
* Develop recognition of up to 3 objects 
without counting. 
* Counting songs. 
* Link numerals and amounts: for example, 
showing the right number of objects to match 
the numeral, up to 5. 
* Experiment with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. 

* Understand positions through words. 
* Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, 
leaf, stick, leaf. 
* Talk about and explore patterns around them. 
* Solve real world math problems. 

Understanding the World: 
* Explore collections of materials with similar and or 
different properties.                                               * 
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.                                                               
*Plant seeds and care for growing plants.                        
* Understand the key features of the life cycle of a 
plant and an animal. 

Values for the Spring term –  
Courage & Joy  

Expressive Arts & Design: 
* Explore mixing colours and which colours they can mix to match their pets. 
* Vet/Pet role play. 
* Share photos of their pets and use pencils/crayons to draw pictures of their pets 
with increasing detail. 
* Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls 
and dolls houses, etc. 
* Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make. (creating animal shelters for Winter) 
* Join different materials and explore different textures. 
* Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 
*Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar 
songs. 

* Remember and sing entire songs. 


