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Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Welcome back to the start of the new term. We hope that you have all had an 
enjoyable Christmas break.  All the staff would like to thank you for all of your kind 
Christmas wishes, presents and cards.  
 
Thank you for supporting our Christmas enterprise project and for your kind donations 
received to date. We are looking to purchase some new resources for our classroom 
from the money raised which we are sure that the children will enjoy using. We hope 
that you enjoyed watching the Nativity.  
 
Our Curriculum 
We will continue to share a range of story and information books and follow the 
children’s interests as they continue their learning journey. `We are starting with 
‘Fantasy Adventures’, and will be sharing the Story Where the wild things are’. We will 
also be learning about changes in the seasons,looking at ‘Winter’ and ‘Spring’
 
When planning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) we base our topics on the 
needs and interests of the children. Although we recognise each child’s different 
starting points, attached are some of the key aspects of a child’s development that we 
would be encouraging through child-initiated learning and in our adult led sessions this 
term. We hope our curriculum map supports you in encouraging your child’s learning at 
home too. (Copies of the class creative curriculum map can be found on the website.) If 
you have any questions about our curriculum, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
In Foundation the focus is on the way children learn, which is known as the 
Characteristics of Effective Learning. They run through and underpin the seven areas 
of learning and development, as detailed in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
framework. They describe learning processes that occur throughout everyday activities 
and experiences. They also support the child to remain an effective and motivated 
learner. Through focusing on the Characteristic of Effective Learning the children will 



be encouraged to become aware of how they learn, and when to use the language to 
explain the learning skills. 
 
Here is a summary of the different characteristics 
 
Playing and Exploring 
Finding out and exploring 
Playing with what they know 
Being willing to have a go 
 
 

 
Active Learning 
Being involved and concentrating 
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 
To keep trying – having a ‘Can do attitude’. 
 

Creating and Thinking Critically 
Having their own ideas 
Making links  
Choosing new ways to do things 
 
In class we have three toy dinosaurs which we relate to the characteristics of learning. 
The children may come home saying that they have been an Explorasaurus (Playing and 
Exploring) ,or a Tryasaurus (Active Learning) or a Thinkasaurus (Creating and Thinking 
Critically).  
 
Phonics and Reading 
Children will be taught phonics every day – this is where they will learn new sounds and 
o read and write words, captions and sentences.  These sessions will support their 
reading and writing progress. The children are very much enjoying our reading books in 
class. The new sounds this term are j v w x y z zz qu ch sh th ng ai ee igh oa oo.  The 
children will continue to come home with a Rocket Phonics reading book and a chosen 
story book to share with you. Please also look at Rocket Phonics online.  
 
Term 3 & 4 RSHE Content for Reception 
As we communicated in our Relationships, Health and Sex Education consultation, we 
will be keeping you regularly informed about content to be taught in the term ahead.  
This term, your child will have the following Jigsaw topics: 
 

Term 
3 
Term 
4 

Dreams and goals – Challenge, Never Giving Up, Setting a Goal, Obstacles and 
Support, Flight to the future. 
Healthy Me – Everybody’s Body, we like to Move it Move it! Food Glorious Food, 
Sweet Dreams, Keeping Clean, Stranger Danger. 

 
Please see the RHSE curriculum page of our school website for further information. 



Reward system 
Ducklington C.E Primary School is a values-based school, where we encourage the 
children to ‘dare, discover and do’ and our core values are respect, perseverance and 
friendship. Alongside these values, we use the ‘Proud cloud’ chart. Children move up 
leaves on a beanstalk, to eventually reach the ‘Proud cloud’ at the top where they 
receive a special sticker and round of applause to recognise their efforts. The values 
this term are: term 3 ‘Courage’, and term 4 is ‘Joy’. 
 
WOW Sheets 
If your child has something special, they would like to share with us, from a family day 
out to an achievement outside school, please complete a WOW sheet. Once completed, 
please return to class. The form will be shared with the class, displayed on the 
achievement board and then they can put it into their learning journey books.  
 
Tapestry  
We will continue to add observations to Tapestry for you to look at and share with your 
child. We love reading your comments.  
 
Items from home. 
To avoid lost or broken items we would request that no toys are brought into school. 
We will have days when topic related items can be brought in and will inform you via 
email.  
 
P.E. 
The children will bring home their PE kits before each holiday. PE in foundation stage 
will consist of both some whole class sessions when the children get dressed for PE and 
some small group sessions in the outdoor area. The children will change for P.E. on 
Fridays. If your child has pierced ears, they must be able to take out earrings on their 
own as teachers are unable to assist them. Long hair will need to be tied back. Please 
refer to the uniform policy for details. 
 
Water bottles 
We ask that children bring in a water bottle daily. They are able to drink their water 
throughout the day and refill it. This ensures they are hydrated throughout the day. 
 
Milk 
Each child receives free milk until their 5th birthday, once they turn 5 this will stop 
unless you register for it. If your child would like to be taken off the milk register 
before they turn five, please inform Cool Milk. 



Snack 
In Reception, we receive free government fruit each day. We will be eating this in the 
mornings. Please provide your child with a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable and they 
will eat this in the afternoon (please cut up grapes!). 
 
Forest School 
Forest School will resume on a Thursday morning. Please ensure that your child comes 
suitably dressed for colder days with warm layers and socks. 
 
Reminders 
Please could your child leave a pair of named wellington boots in school. They also need 
a jumper/cardigan and coat daily. A spare set of clothing, in particular socks and pants, 
left in your child’s bag is essential. It would also be very helpful if all personal items 
including drinks bottles, shoes and coats are named.  If your child is having a school 
dinner your child’s food request form must be filled out by the Thursday of the 
previous week. 
 
Medicines and Allergies 
Please ensure any allergies or suspected/possible allergies are known to the school. We 
will eat food we have cooked within school time. Therefore, it is important that we 
know of any potential issues.  
 
Non-prescription medicines (including calpol and lip soles) are not allowed to be 
administered at school. If your child requires prescription medication this must be 
taken to the school office in a labelled box with your child’s photo with a completed 
medicine form. 
 
If your child uses an inhaler, please ensure that you bring it to the school office in a 
named container along with the prescription requirements – please complete the form. 
 
Communication to your class teacher 
Please send any communication to the school office and this will be passed on to the 
class teacher. 
 
Collection at home time 
If your child is being picked up by someone other than yourself, please ensure that you 
have emailed the school office. 
 



All of the children have settled in really well and we are looking forward to the rest of 
the term. We will endeavour to keep you informed about topics and information to 
support your child’s learning but please do come and see us if you have any concerns or 
need more information. We are always here to help you in any way we can 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Mrs Rippin, Miss Mortimer and Mrs Heritage  
The Reception class team 
 
 


